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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
March 10, 2011 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Jerry Reffner, John Pardi, Jerry Culver, Don Spuhler, Steve Morris, John Faber, Merlin 
Scott, Steven Culp, Gordon Wood, Gerald Roberts, John Arenz 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Diane Rubiaco (ENF), Debbie Gaynor (ENF), Dan Canfield (OHMVR), 
Marty Hartzell (CVRWQCB) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Steve Kooyman (DOT), Vickie Sanders (CAO), Jennifer 
Maxwell (DOT) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:40 a.m. 

II AGENDA:  Adopted 
 
III MINUTES from February 10, 2011: Jennifer Maxwell requested that the minutes reflect 

Kim Tremaine’s arrival and introduction to the group.  
Issue was raised by the Forest Service to the word exempt in discussion on the Ellis Creek 
Bridge.  Jennifer will research. 

 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

None 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 Presentation by State Parks on Public review on the Grants 

Dan Canfield-The State OHV grant program has many agencies and organization 
participation.  Currently applications were accepted for 10/11.  Funding for the 2010/11 
grant cycle is from the 2010/11 budget.  So the proposed cuts are for next years budget and 
will effect 2011/12 grant cycle if approved. Currently, there is a proposal to take $10 million 
from the 2011/12 budget, $5 million from the grants program and $5 million from the 
operating budget.   
Preliminary grant applications were due on March 7th.  These applications are available for 
public review on March 8th.  There were 234 project requests submitted.  They are now in 
the public review process.  The public can review and provide input to the agency or 
organization and the division.  The applications can be reviewed through the OHV website, 
www.ohv.parks.ca.gov.  Go to the Grants Tab, you can look at a summary of projects.  You 
can look at who is making comments.  This gives the program a holistic transparent 
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approach to grants.  
Dan gave a demonstration on how to review.  Written instructions are available on the 
website.  
Comments will be addressed by the agency or organization in the final application process.  
$34 million is requests and $27.1 million in funding. 
 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
Steve Kooyman, DOT-Saturated Soil Water Quality Protection Plan is online for anyone 
to read.  We are looking at the next season of work.  Hopefully we can finish up some of 
the areas we started and continue with other areas.  We will be conducting a spring 
assessment.  This summer will be a survey of Phase II of the trail with TOPO.  We are 
planning on dropping rock by helicopter.  We will talk with private property owners and 
the Forest Service.  Once the rock is there we need to move it where it needs to go.  
Volunteers are great. 
John Arenz, RTF-Winter summit for RTF, March 19, 2011 at 9:00, location Arnolds for 
Awards.  This is an all day meeting.   
The Black Tie and Boots dinner was very successful; we raised $18,000 to be used for 
the Rubicon.  
RTF submitted grants for trailers, and hand tools, safety, mid trail staff and educational 
materials.  Also, submitted a larger grant for consulting work that RTF does with SMUD, 
County, and Forest Service. 
Steve Morris, RSSI-There will be a large work party in June.  The flash flood put a lot 
of logs in the road.  We are looking forward to a good season. 
Jerry Refner, FOTR-Getting the agenda done for the FOTR meeting.  The meeting is 
April 2nd at 9:00 a.m. at the CAL4Wheel Office. 
Still working on the chainsaw class in El Dorado County, Placer County may be putting 
on a class. 
Jerry Culver, Historical Society-Where are we with the easement? 
Tom Celio-We are moving along and doing the analysis. 
Jerry Culver-Is there a draft? 
Diane Rubiaco-No the easement document is easy; the analysis is the hard part. 
Marty Hartzell, CVRWQCB-I have been reviewing the Saturated Soil Water Quality 
Report for the past couple of months, I will be getting a response to the county. 
Wendy wanted me to let everyone know she was on the trail in early February and saw 
some problems, driving off trail, resource damage; trees cut, camping at Ellis left trash, in 
and out of melt holes.   
Jennifer Maxwell, DOT-HRER worked through CALTRANS it is at SHPO now. 
We have NEPA on Gerle from CALTRANS and we have applied for the right away 
funding. 
Marty Hartzell-Can the Gerle Bridge start ahead of Ellis? 
Jennifer Maxwell-Yes, but we cannot get it done in time for this season.  But one does 
not hold up the other. 
Tom Celio-The expectation is that we will get a better price if we bid them together.  
Mobilization is a large part of the cost. 
Bernie Morton, Sheriff-We are getting ready for the season.  We hope to have two full 
time deputies, we will have deputy Klang.  We are trying to get work done on our vehicle 
before the season. 
Debbie Gaynor, Forest Service-Going off of what Marty said we want to put some 
educational information out on winter use.  We know it happens but we need to get the 
message out.  If you have to cut trees down because they are in the way, let us know.  So 
you may see new information out. 
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We submitted grants for law enforcement, funding for patrols, a bridge at Barrett Lake 
and restoration.  The restoration grant is dependant on the bridge.  Also we submitted a 
planning grant for the easement on the Rubicon. 
Diane Rubiaco, Forest Service-We had a meeting with Supervisor Sweeney and he said 
he was confident we would get the easement done.  I appreciated the comment. 
Vickie Sanders, CAO-On Tuesday the Board of Supervisors had two items regarding the 
Forest Service.  The morning item was a presentation by Frank Mosbacher on Travel 
Management.  The afternoon item was on coordination. 
John Arenz-It was a long meeting; the board approved sending a letter requesting 
coordination.  The local agency that wants the federal agency to coordinate with them, 
they have to ask for it. 
John Arenz-I have a comment for the Forest Service, you changed the sign at Chipmunk 
Bluff.  You changed the language on the sign and I appreciate it. 
Debbie Gaynor-I have had no complaint. 
Tom Celio, DOT-I want to follow up with the letter from Wendy on her field trip on 
February 9th.  She suggested we do education and enforcement on winter use and that we 
ask user groups to talk to their members.  If melting is going on it causes a problem.  We 
will do armoring and install BMP’s.  We will discuss issues and put information on our 
website.  Overall winter use is minimal.  Please let us know if anyone is going out there.   
Vickie Sanders-Please give me any educational information for the website.  Last year 
there were posts on the Pirates 4x4 bulletin board regarding conditions.  I think this really 
helped, is it possible for you to do that again John? 
John Arenz-Yes, I think we can do that.  I think we need to be careful.  I noticed in the 
report that there were trees cut down and campfires.  It is legal to have campfires and if 
trees are in the way they can be removed.  In the pictures I saw that where the water was 
moving a wheeled vehicle should not go there and we knew that.  It is the way Steve 
designed it. 
Tom Celio-We need to see how did the BMP’s hold up through the winter, did we have 
sediment travel.  How much material moved?  We can calculate how much sediment has 
been captured in the energy dissipater.  We need to evaluate.  Monitoring is a big part of 
maintenance.  Keep this in perspective we are making a big difference up there.  Since 
the 1940’s there was not much maintenance done.  We are making up a lot of ground.  
We have done more in 2 years that in the past 60 or 70 years.  Our plan is to keep moving 
on this and stay focused. 
 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 a.m. April 14, 2011 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 
Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 a.m. 


