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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
February 10, 2011 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Jerry Reffner, Dan Mainwaring, John Pardi, Eric Lillund, Jerry Culver, Don Spuhler, 
Dennis Cullen, Steve Morris, Lori Warden, Kim Tremaine 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Diane Rubiaco (ENF), Debbie Gaynor (ENF), David Ilse (ENF), Brian 
Robertson (OHMVR), Loren Rex (OHMVR, Dan Canfield (OHMVR) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Vickie Sanders (CAO), Jennifer Maxwell (DOT) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:35 a.m. 

II AGENDA:  Vickie added grant update to the agenda. 
 
III MINUTES from January 13, 2011: None 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

Send in your money for the Black Tie and Boots dinner on March 4th at 6:00 pm at the 
Sequoia.  
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

Rubicon Trail at Ellis Creek Bridge: 
Background 
-   Caltrans and the El Dorado National Forest Service (ENF) agreed at the beginning of 
the project that it would be exempt from Section 106 (Protection of Historic Properties) 
under both Programmatic Agreements 
-   Required cultural studies, an Archeological Survey Report (ASR) and Historical 
Property Survey Report (HPSR), were conducted with this agreement 
-   Cultural studies included information regarding the Georgetown to Lake Tahoe wagon 
trail 
-   Cultural studies were included with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) public review 
-  Currently, the State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) does not agree that the 
project is exempt 
-  An additional study, Historical Resources Evaluation Report (HRER), is being 
prepared regarding the Georgetown to Lake Tahoe wagon trail; the ASR & HPSR need 
minor modifications regarding that the project isn't exempt and referencing the HRER 
Meeting Purpose  
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For the HRER, we are soliciting any additional information (i.e. Historical land use, 
notable residences in the area, etc.) regarding the Georgetown to Lake Tahoe wagon trail 
within the project limits of the Rubicon Trail at Ellis Creek Bridge. 
 
Jennifer Maxwell-The environmental consultant has not arrived yet, so I will do my best 
with this.  In the course of CEQA and NEPA we did a few studies, we worked with the 
agencies and we thought we were exempt from Section 106.  SHPO did not agree.  They 
want to look at the Georgetown to Lake Tahoe Wagon Trail. 
The CEQA documents were approved by the board on February 8, 2011.  
Steve Morris-It has been traveled by automobile longer than a wagon. 
Jennifer Maxwell-There are areas of that trail that exist.  Gerle Bridge is going forward 
CALTRANS will give NEPA by next week.  So we will move forward with the right away. 
I need any information or contacts regarding the history, if you could please get any 
information to me within a week.  We hope to keep these projects on track for construction 
in 2012. 
Dan Mainwaring-I will get you a name. 
Dennis Cullen-Is the plan to use the old trail until the bridge is complete. 
Tom Celio-Yes there will be no interruption. 
 
Grant Update 
Vickie Sanders-We are working on our grant applications they are due on March 7th.  I have 
not heard from anyone but if you have ideas or suggestions regarding projects to submit 
please let me know. 
 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
Loren Rex, State Parks-We have been spending a lot of time down south Ocotillo Wells 
and Prairie City.  We are working on a 4x4 course at Prairie City that will be challenging. 
Steve Morris, RSSI-One of the original buyers into the Rubicon Springs passed away.  
Rubicon Soda Springs is being challenged on a zoning issue and we hope to resolve it 
before this season. 
Tom Celio-Challenged for use permits, how long has the use existed? 
Steve Morris-Jamboree have been using since 53, we have owned it for 24 years with no 
complaints but now we are being challenged. 
Don Spuhler, RTF-RTF meetings are open to the public out next meeting is the 16th at 
Arnolds for Awards.  Black Tie and Boots dinner coming up. 
John Pardi-I will be going in all summer about 30 trips.  I can help with hauling in 
equipment for any of the agencies. 
Jerry Refner, FOTR-We have the annual meeting on April 2nd at CAL 4Wheel.  We are 
coordinating with the Forest Service on a chain saw class this year.  It will be 2 or 3 day 
class.  
Don Spuhler-The FOTR meeting is important so please come to this meeting. 
Dan Mainwaring-The issues with Spider Lake and RSSI could affect us.  The last few 
years have not been too good.  We have put an operation plan together to get us through 
to the 60th.  Dumpsters on the Tahoe side are a problem.  Need a bear proof container, 2-
10 year dumpsters for the Jamboree. 
Jerry Culver, Historical Society-With the easement is there still an RS2477. 
Tom Celio-Yes, the RS2477 will not go away.  The RS2477 right stays whether there is 
an easement or not.  We are all in agreement that there is a right, but it comes back to 
managing the trail.  RS2477 exists now and will after we obtain the easement. 
Jerry Culver-The easement is on the RS2477 right of way? 
Tom Celio-There will be a width determined.  The Ellis Intertie is 50’. That is what we 
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have asked for from the Forest Service.  You will not be driving on it. 
Jerry Culver-What if the Forest Service says only 400 vehicles a year who would have 
jurisdiction?  
Tom Celio-We can’t answer that today.  The details will come out from analysis.  The 
Forest Service is doing an EIS.  There has been no discussion of limiting the number.  
We have good trail counts, thanks to the counts that have been conducted.  The use is less 
than what we thought. 
Jerry Culver-To grant an easement aren’t there legal issues. 
Diane Rubiaco-Easement does not supersede RS2477.  The easement is a boiler plate 
easement.  I think this is why the board agreed to apply for an easement.  It takes a lot of 
time and money to establish RS2477, but you have to get an easement anyway. 
Tom Celio-We want to do the best thing for the trail. 
Jerry Culver-We consider the trail an important historical site and we are concerned 
about it. 
Tom Celio-There is a lot of discussion about what if the county decided not to take care 
of the Rubicon, but the county has made the commitment to take care of it and to do the 
right thing. 
Dan Canfield, State Parks-California State Parks is accepting application for the 10/11 
grant program.  This program promotes and sustains OHV recreation in California.  I 
encourage everyone to apply.   
There is a hearing going on about taking money from OHV.  It would be for next year 
this year is secure. 
Lester Lubekin, Forest Service-The Forest Service will be applying for a number of 
projects.  Please look at the applications and make comments.   
Don Spuhler-Where can I get a copy of Barrett Lake EA. 
Debbie Gaynor-You can get it at the office, just call us. 
Vickie Sanders-When will the Forest Service be presenting to the Board of Supervisors? 
Lester Lubekin-I am not sure about the date.  The Forest Service will be presenting on 
the Forest Order regarding over the road travel. 
Diane Rubiaco, Forest Service-The regional office is providing support to work through 
the issues.  David Ilse is our support.  He is taking care of all the follow up items from 
the many meetings.  We are working on compliance for Section 106, the National 
Historic Preservation Act-enacted in 1966.  There are three federal undertakings right 
now on the Rubicon, the bridges, RTP grant and the easement.  If it happens on federal 
land or has federal funding SHPO is involved.  We have completed surveys for potential 
sites on the trail.  We have to look at the trail as an historical feature.  There is a process 
we need to go through.  We will initiate the process this summer.   
Tom Celio-We took delivery of our new Morooka.  The crew is very excited.  The 
primary use will be the Rubicon.  The C truck has been moved to a shop where it can be 
worked on. 
John Pardi-May 14th at the Mountain Democrat, Toys on the Rock will have a swap 
meet from 9-2.  Agencies get free booths. 
   

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 a.m. March 10, 2011 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 
Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 a.m. 


