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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
August 12, 2010 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Don Spuhler, Steve Morris, Richard Hill, Lori Warden, Dan Mainwaring, Dennis 
Cullen 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Diane Rubiaco (USFS), Mark Egbert (RCD), 
George MacDougall (OHMVR), Tim Guardino (OHMVR) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Vickie Sanders (CAO), Tom Celio (DOT), Steve Kooyman (DOT), Steve 
Klang (EDSO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:40 

II AGENDA:  Adopted 
 
III MINUTES from July 8, 2010: Approved 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

None 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 2010 Operations and Maintenance Plan 
Tom Celio-We are working on the trail.  Extra help will be starting this week.  Orientation 
was Monday.   
Marty Hartzell-How big is the crew? 
Tom Celio-Our regular DOT crew has 6 guys on it and we have 7 extra help employees.  
This is a younger group, today is the third day.  The foreman is happy with their work.  It is 
extremely helpful where we need to do handwork.  We are looking to stay as long as we can. 
 We have two and half months scheduled on the grant.  It will depend on weather. 
Don Spuhler-Where are you camped? 
Tom Celio-McKinstry Lake.  We worked with SPI to camp on their property.  They have 
been very helpful.  Workers come in on Sunday and work 4-10 hour days.  They start at 6 
and are off on Friday’s.  If something came up that we had to finish we could work on 
Friday.  
 
Steve Kooyman-We developed a 2010 Operations and Maintenance Plan.  I have walked it 
with Jeff the Hydrologist with the Forest Service. We will be working at Wentworth, we 
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have a pile of rock we will be working on.  We are done with Loon to the slabs.  There is a 
lot more rock on the trail.  Gatekeeper looks different.   
On the Wentworth side we will work from the campground to the bottom of Postpile.  The 
volunteers will work on Postpile. 
We will stage at 14N05 when we get the temporary use permit we will work to Little Sluice. 
We will work on the top side of the Interite, lots of rock checks.  We will work back to the 
top of Postpile and then continue back to Little Sluice. 
We have had several equipment break downs.  The Muruka is getting a workout.  The extra 
help crew is doing the finish work.   
John Arenz-How long at Wentworth? 
Steve Kooyman-About a week.  The top part of the Intertie may take two weeks. 
Marty Hartzell-You are armoring that trail section? 
Steve Kooyman-About 300’ that is a rutted section.  So it needs a lot of rock.  
John Arenz-What are you doing about the bypass after Ellis? 
Steve Kooyman-That is closed.  The bypass is the trail and we will close that section of the 
original trail. 
John Arenz-Gatekeeper reminds me of 1995, it looks good. 
 
Volunteer Debrief 
Steve Kooyman-On the volunteer workday in June traffic was an issue.  August work party 
will be on Postpile and traffic should not be an issue. 
John Arenz-The problem in June was because of the snow.  It was the first nice weekend.  
There was a lot of traffic. 
 
August Volunteer Workday 
Steve Kooyman-There are several water bars that needs to be repaired and put back together 
on Postpile. 
Steve Klang-Will there be marking on the trail when areas are closed?  Soup Bowl is an 
issue. 
Steve Kooyman-We hope to block all the variants that are closed.  The Surveyor will be 
marking the sides across the bowl.  We will get the Intertie done soon. 
Steve Klang-Is Old Sluice closed? 
Steve Kooyman-No it is open.  We will try and get that stuff delineated.  It takes big 
equipment to move the rocks. 
 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
  

Diane Rubico, Forest Service-We have been in responsive mode.  14N05 has been 
cleared; the stockpile at Wentworth should be done on Tuesday.  Wintercamp has to be 
done.  The Hydrologist and the Archeologist walked to Little Sluice.  It is done, we are 
glad to help out. 
In lieu of the county asking for an easement, it will affect the bridge and the width of the 
trail.  The Intertie is 50’, but RS2477 does not identify a width.  So we will be getting a 
letter to the county.  As far as staffing, I refer to Debbie. 
Debbie Gaynor, Forest Service-We have our rangers down, we are trying to get out 
there four day a week.  We have someone looking at the camping issues, looking for 
opportunities and areas for parking and spur roads.  Hydrologist and Archeologist were 
out there looking at sites. 
John Arenz, RTF/FOTR-Work party on August 21st & 22nd.  Cantina is September 4th 
and 5th Labor Day weekend; tickets for the Jeep are still available. 
Don Spuhler-I past out In-Gear Magazines for everyone, they have an article on the 
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Yellow Bandana Campaign. 
Mark Egbert, RCD-I will be up on the 21st with the work party, I learned a lot in June.  
I just wanted to say that there is a lot of coordination and discussion that goes on and 
educations is huge.  Users and volunteers are talking about the BMP’s and discussing 
what is going on.  The users driving by stop and ask questions, so even during a work 
party education is happening. 
I have been talking to Randy about the Watershed class this year.  Last year Randy, 
Diane and Marty attended the class and it was great.  The kids asked good questions.  We 
would like that again this year.  We would like to get the class to Ellis Creek.  The dates 
are September 22-26. 
Dennis Cullen-Anything on fire restrictions? 
Debbie Gaynor-No, nothing yet. 
Steve Klang, EDSO-We are out there every weekend.  The work is great.  We have had 
a couple of over nighters and we have a few more scheduled.  Registration issues are not 
as bad as in years past.  We are really looking for seat belts especially for kids.  The 
awareness level is higher. 
Marty Hartzell-Have you been citing for Resource Damage? 
Steve Klang-No, we want to, but we have not seen any. 14N34B is not marked and that 
road is used a lot.  Communication is working great amongst law enforcement, and State 
Parks found the missing man.  He was a Buck Island. 
Dennis Cullen-I met with State parks and the orientation that we gave them was a great 
help.  They have issued 2 DUI’s and it is going great.  The communication is working. 
George MacDougall, State Parks-Our team has been working hard to get the grant 
applications out.  We have not received your back. 
Vickie Sanders-Ours will go to the board on 8/24. 
Tim Guardino, State Parks-Enforcement from our side, things are going reat.  One guy 
did twist his ankle, but that is it. 
Tom Celio, DOT-I think the culture change is happening.  They see people from a lot of 
agencies out there, working together.  On the politics side we have a lot of support from 
the board.  We will have the Supervisors up there this year.  One of the things about 
grants is that there are matching funds.  The board was supportive of us using SMUD 
funds as our match.  I compliment Debbie and Diane on keeping us inline.  They have 
been very helpful to use.  All of the agencies working together, I think the Rubicon will 
be a poster child for how to get it done.  We are looking forward to being out there.  Our 
crew is out there as I stated earlier.  They leave here at 6, but next week they will be 
camping out there.  Frank Funk will be the camp cook, this is a good program. 
Steve has been loaned to us from Tahoe, but he has a heavy load.  We hope to get to the 
point of maintaining the BMP’s once they are all installed. 
John Arenz-I have a question for law enforcement, Ken Marcus wrote a ticket on the 
combined use portion.  Is it illegal to drive on the combined use after dark?  Most user’s 
do not understand the combined use rules.  Perhaps we should put signage up at he 
chalet. 
Steve Klang-What is the insurance issue?   
John Arenz-If you are a green sticker on the trail, you do not need insurance, but you do 
on the combined use.  We need education.  2006 was the first season the road was 
combined use. 
Tom Celio-The County and Forest Service worked together to make this combined use.  
It was started because of Airport Flats.  The chalet is Forest Service property; we will 
work with the Forest Service. 
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VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30, September 9, 2010 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 

Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 a.m. 


