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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
July 8, 2010 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Don Spuhler, Steve Morris, Frank Funk, Richard Hill, Dan Mainwaring, John Arenz, 
Lori Warden, Dan DeWolf 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Mark Egbert (RCD), Dan Canfield (OHMVR), 
Marty Hartzell, (CVRWQCB) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Vickie Sanders (CAO), Tom Celio (DOT), Steve Kooyman (DOT), Bernie 
Morton (EDSO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:40 

II AGENDA:  Vickie added the Yellow Bandana Campaign 
 
III MINUTES from June 10, 2010: Corrections to minutes: 

Dan Canfield-Agency Updates should read “If approved by congress we should have 
$1.3 Million. 
Don Spuhler asked if there is an answer to signage to variants not approved. 
Tom- Yes there will be signs. 
Steve Morris mentioned the confusion by not having last names on the minutes. 
Tom asked that initials be used in the minutes. 

 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

Mark Egbert from RCD handed out flyers on the Designing, Improving & Maintaining 
Rural Roads Workshop. 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

BMP Toolbox- Mark Egbert-Everyone has seen the green book, there is a lot of 
information out there.  I have a contract with El Dorado County to prepare a BMP 
Toolbox specific to the Rubicon Trail. The purpose of this BMP Toolbox is to quantify 
what the users are doing.  This will be used as a training manual and a reporting tool. 

 

Grant Update-We were successful in all five grant applications.  We were awarded $1.2 
million with a $761,000 match there will be $1.9 million going into the trail.  We are taking 
applications for this seasons work; we have about 15 applications so far.  We will be 
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working from Loon Lake and Wentworth Spring to Little Sluice this year and Little Sluice 
to the county line next year.  We will also be working on the Restoration Grant and the 
Education grant this year. 
Tom Celio-We have grant writers on staff that do a great job. 
 
Trail Map- 
Tom Celio-We have been working on this so we have a good map. 
Richard Hill-I received the original map and I have concerns about the county line near 
Bugle Lake.  The portion that is in Placer County, is El Dorado County doing the repairs in 
that area? 
John Arenz-Does that affect law enforcement? 
Bernie Morton-No it does not 
Tom Celio-On down the road this could be significant. 
Don Spuhler-There was discussion about El Dorado taking over; will this affect our work 
beyond Cadillac? 
Tom Celio-No 
Steve Kooyman-Loren Massaro from DOT is surveying in July.  We will be doing an aerial 
survey in August. 
Tom Celio-We have the route, there may be some question in some areas but with the 
mapping we will solve those issues.  Placer County wants to cooperate with us. 
John Arenz-There is a parcel in the middle identified as BLM. 
Debbie Gaynor-It is Forest Service. 
Tom Celio-The assessors maps say BLM, they have not been updated. 
Steve Kooyman-We are looking into that. 
Debbie Gaynor-It is fixed on our side by not the assessor’s side. 
Tom Celio-If there is someone on your side that could help us fix that with the assessor’s 
office please give us their name. 
Debbie Gaynor-There are other areas that have been assigned to United Stated of America 
and they picked a name.  Here they picked BLM. 
Tom Celio-We will work on that. 
Nobal Springer-I am a property owner by the bowl.  Law enforcement wants us to mark the 
trail, so they can enforce.  We would like to mark it now. 
Tom Celio-How about more reflectors? 
Nobal Springer-Parks people said if we want them to cite we need to mark.  We would be 
happy to do the work. 
Tom Celio-If there are not enough reflectors in the kiosk, I can get more. 
Steve Kooyman-We will be delineating the trail with rocks and large boulders. 
Tom Celio-I can get you a package of reflectors together today after this meeting. 
John Arenz-With RTF grants we have reflective signs and rocks to help delineate the trail 
that will be installed soon. 
Frank Funk-What about those short orange cones?  So you can see ahead. 
Tom Celio-Super ducts can also be used.  Lets use the reflectors for now and if we need to 
do more we can always add. 
Steve Kooyman-We can get the surveyor to put a sinker in where the reflectors belong to 
identify the centerline. 
Dan Canfield-Record your time for the grant match. 
 
Yellow Bandana Campaign 
Vickie Sanders-I was on the trail the work weekend of June 26th, to kick off the Yellow 
Bandana Campaign. It was very well received and it was great to see yellow bandanas all 
over the trail.  I had a call from someone researching the Rubicon and found the campaign 
online and thought it was great.  When I asked where they were coming from they said 
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Oregon and asked if I would expand my campaign.  The great thing about this is that he 
received the message before arriving on the trail which is the whole idea. 
 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
 RTF John Arenz-The trail looks good.  Water east of Ellis, but it is not going anywhere. 

 I am working which SMUD  to locate a restroom at Buck Island on the 14th. 
 Steve Kooyman-I might be able to go on that trip. 

John Arenz-I will add you to the email thread.  Law enforcement, I am seeing so much 
law enforcement including CHP flyovers every other day. 
Bernie Morton- Last year’s budget kept the flyovers from happening.  This year they are 
fully funded. 
John Arenz-Debbie and I marked 147 trees to be dropped from the kiosk to Ellis.  I 
dropped about 40 snags.  We have moved them to delineate the trail. 
Dan Canfield-Document your time for your grant match. 
RSSI-Steve Morris-The caretakers are in place, Mark and Maria Barnes.  We have 
installed another ELOO in camp, so we now have six in the main camp area.  We have 
dropped dead trees.  The property had no significant damage from the winter.  This will 
be a nice season.  There was massive traffic going to Buck on the 4th weekend.  Last year 
there were lots of fireworks. 
John Arenz-That is a problem with the grant dates. 
Dan Canfield-We are working with applicants on the start dates.  Next year the 4th will be 
covered. 
Steve Morris-Rubicon Springs has a fire suppression system, so whenever there is a big 
event we have water running. 
Forest Service Debbie Gaynor-Two rangers are down, we expect them back in a couple 
of weeks.   Expect 14N05 will be open this weekend. 
Jeepers Jamboree Dan DeWolf-Anyone who want to go on the jamboree send them out 
way. 
State Parks Dan Canfield-2009/10 OHV grant program ended the appeal process with 
no appeals.  We can start working with applicants to execute the contracts.  We have 193 
contracts to execute.  Expect an email today with instructions on finalizing your grants in 
OLGA if needed and to pick your start dates.  2010/11 is contingent on budget talks. 
Steve Kooyman-We would like to go to the board on July 20th. 
Dan Canfield-There was a rounding error that will need to be corrected.  Then I can 
generate the agreement. 
Sheriff Bernie Morton-Deputies are contacting users about the bypasses that are closed. 
We need to get them marked. 
Tom Celio-Any citations? 
Bernie Morton-Equipment citations. 
Vickie Sanders-State Parks have been out there, how are they doing? 
Bernie Morton-We are working out the communications issues but thing have been fine. 
John Arenz-There were two last weekend there was good coverage.  They stayed on site. 
Steve Morris-Rubicon Springs has a satellite phone if you need one, it is available. 
DOT Steve Kooyman-I am going on the trail tomorrow to meet one of the vendors for 
the restroom at Ellis.  We are working on the special use permit with the Forest Service.  
I will also be walking Wentworth and doing photo documentation of the work completed 
by the work party.  I will be there on the 12th and 13th.  I am working on the DOT work 
plan for DOT, working on the bypasses, etc.  This is a busy time.  We need to talk about 
the volunteer effort and debrief.  Traffic was an issue on the trail. 
John Arenz-Counts were way up with the last season. 
Steve Kooyman-People going up the trail was not the issue, coming down was the issue. 
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John Arenz-The work party on the 17th will be on the Tahoe side, Rubicon Springs and 
Big Sluice. 
Tom Celio-We are committing a DOT crew for two months.  We have purchased a 
Muruka dump truck but it will not be here for this season.  Therefore we will be renting 
one.  Next grant maybe another piece of equipment.  We were up there yesterday as we 
have work to be done on Wentworth Springs for the Gerle Bridge.  We want to be 
prepared when the bridge contractor begins. 
Richard Hill-I was on the road yesterday and it looks good, better than last year. 
Tom Celio-Our next process is to sit down with the Forest Service on all permits.  We 
appreciate all the help.  Debbie has been great with our last minute permits. 
Debbie Gaynor-I am out all next week. 
Marty Hartzell-Any movement on the easement at Ellis? 
Tom Celio-We hope to get a resolution soon.  We do not want to loose the funding.  We 
have two years that we want to hit things hard and then get a to a level where it is 
maintaining and evaluating the BMP’s 
 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30, August 12, 2010 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 
Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 a.m. 


