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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
June 10, 2010 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Rich Platt, Don Spuhler, Steve Morris, Frank Funk, Richard Hill, Amy Granat, Dan 
Mainwaring, John Arenz, Gerald Roberts, Duncan Waldrop, Randy Burleson 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Mark Egbert (RCD), Dan Canfield (OHMVR) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Vickie Sanders (CAO), Tom Celio (DOT), Steve Kooyman (DOT), Bernie 
Morton (EDSO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:35 

II AGENDA:  Adopted 
 
III MINUTES from May 13, 2010: Rich asked that the discussion of the Right of Way be 

included in the minutes.   
 Vickie will go over her notes and revise the minutes.  
 
 Add Right of Way to agenda. 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

Mark Egbert from RCD handed out flyers on two seminars, one is on Forest Health, 
Balancing Wildlife Needs and Fire Hazard Reduction in the Central Sierra Nevada, and 
the other is an Environmental Permitting Workshop. 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

Grant Update- 
Vickie-El Dorado County was successful in all five of our grant applications.   
Randy-RTF had two grants approved, one for Ground Ops which has three heavy duty 
trailers and an Education grant for mid-trail staff, kiosk staff and the counting station. 
Tom-Dan is there any other organizations that have applied for grants on the Rubicon? 
Dan-Placer County submitted a Planning Grant, but it was not successful.  Placer County 
has an RTP grant for $50,000 for armoring the trail. 
Steve-I will contact Amy Green and cc: Dan on the email. 
Tom-We are going to fast track the grant efforts.  Hiring usually takes three weeks.  The 
goal is to have everything in one management area, so the approval process is on time.  It 
will be a challenge but we want to get this thing moving.  We appreciate that state parks saw 
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the value of our projects. 
Dan C-Could you provide information like the number of acres restored, miles treated to 
capture the important data.  It helps as we go into the budget cycle. 
Steve-I can do that. 
 
Trail Map 
Tom-We had hoped to give you the map today, but we are not quite finished.  We are 
preparing a map that reflects the Board action taken on January 26th.  
Vickie-I will email the map to everyone and get it posted next week. 
Rich-Aren’t we going to review the map before it is posted? I want to compare it to the 
Forest Service Map. 
Tom-The map is what the BOS approved. 
Dan M-Isn’t the survey going to be done in July? 
Tom-There will be additional survey work to be done. 
Vickie-We need to get the map out with the BOS approved route.  We need to let people 
know. 
Randy-The map is 90% complete.  Route designation map shows one route and one intertie 
and that has some errors in it. 
Steve-There are things we need to do with the map.  Getting the map to what the board 
adopted, then we will do some delineation 
Don S-On the variants that the board did not approve will there be signage? 
Vickie-The restoration grant was approved and we will be working with the CCC to block 
those and identify. 
Tom-We don’t want to get to many signs out there. 
Rich-I agree we don’t want the signage, but there is a lot of dead trees to block the variant. 
Vickie-That is why the map is important.  This is the first step. 
Tom-Every season we are getting better delineation and coordination.  Rich made a good 
point using existing materials has worked the best.  We will work with the Forest Service. 
Steve-I expect an extensive trail hike to identify the areas that need work.  Some of the 
materials will be needed for BMP’s. 
Tom-We have a plan and we are catching up.  Staff has other work to do.  Our folks are 
taking on more with no help.  Sometimes we don’t move fast enough.  We at the county are 
taking the Rubicon seriously. 
 
Right of Way 
Tom-There is no determination or agreement at this time.  We have a difference of opinion.  
I think we need to be open, if I mess this up Debbie, interject.  The Forest Service said to get 
a Right of Way for the bridge you need a Right of Way for the whole trail.  The county does 
not feel it needs a Right of Way for the whole trail.  We have an RS2477 right.  The problem 
is we need a permit for the bridge.  It does not sit on the original alignment; it sits 75’ down 
stream. 
Steve M-Haven’t we set precedence like the intertie? Isn’t that what we have done? 
Tom-That is how we see it.  But that has to be decided. 
Steve M-I hope that does not slow the bridges down. 
Tom-We do this all the time if you nee additional space or easements we have to get that.  
Those that own the road do not own the property.  That is the basic question.  One or both of 
us will have to change our mind. 
Randy-There are deadlines with the bridges, how are we with that? 
Tom-At this time we are OK, but in two months that could be a problem. 
Rich-So you can’t move forward until you get the permit? 
Duncan-Is this a result of a perceived law or regulation? 
Tom-I don’t know the answer to that. 
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Don S-We need a permit we are in discussions. 
Rich-This is just Ellis not Gerle? 
Tom-Gerle is on private property we are expecting no issue.  Everyone wants to see the 
bridges installed, that has always been a primary concern. 
Duncan-Is the issue getting a permit because of the location being down 75’? 
Debbie-It is new construction, location is not the issue the permit is the issue. 
 
 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
RSSI-Steve M.-Caretaker will be going in on the 17th with Rubithon.  We hope to get the 
ELOO’s up and running and the caretaker in place for a good season. 
RCD-Mark-I am working with the county on a BMP toolbox.  If you look around there 
are a lot of general descriptions about BMP’s, but the Rubicon is different.  I am asking 
for input from the users.  The BMP’s will for be soils and water, but spills and sanitation 
will be included.  There will be classroom training and field work. I will be establishing a 
focus group. 
Tom-Mark is under contract with the county.  This will be a good training tool and 
documentation of what is on the trail.  Mark is working fast and furiously.  He will work 
with implementation and installation. 
RTF-John-The counting project started.  Ellis Creek is open enough to set up the camp.  
Trail is clear of snow Loon to Ellis, Wentworth is not recommended.  Ellis to Spider still 
has a lot of snow.  The Tahoe side has 10’to 12’ drifts.  We are suggesting do not enter 
on the Tahoe side.  We suggest that you tread lightly. 
State Parks-Dan-We talked about OHV grants.  The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) 
is another grant program available.  At this time we do not have the money, but we are 
proceeding as if we do.  Applications are due on October 1, 2010.  We have $1.3 million 
in California for OHV.  The funding is the same as the bridges, Federal Highway Funds. 
Forest Service-Debbie-Thanks to RTF Merlin and Scott are up with the Forest Service 
and State Parks providing training, I appreciate the help.  Forest Service is starting 
subpart A, which is the update to our travel management plan. 
Sheriff-Bernie-Patrols are up there, but they are not getting very far.  Forest Service and 
State Parks are doing training but the Sheriff’s Department did not have anyone to send. 
DOT-Steve-I put a map up on the back wall which is a site plan for the restroom at Ellis. 
Tom-We looked at it yesterday, we need to service it from 14N05.   
Steve-We have a lot of the studies from the bridge projects.  We hope to build it by the 
end of the season. 
Vickie-I have reserved a display case in front of the Board Chambers for the month of 
July.  If anyone has anything Rubicon that they can share I would appreciate it.   
Tom-We were on the trail yesterday, addressing Loon to Ellis.  We noticed a few folks 
getting stuck on the snow that is on the road, so we sent a plow up there this morning to 
clear that.  So it should be cleaned up and ready to go. 

  
VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30, July 8, 2010 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington Road 

Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  9:45 a.m. 


