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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
September 10, 2009 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Dan Mainwaring, Richard Hill, Richard Prince, Steve Morris, Don Spuhler, Jeff 
Mayer, Eric Lillund, John Pardi, Richard Daniels, Ralph Brown, John Arenz, Randy Burleson, 
Merlin Scott 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Diane Rubiaco (USFS), Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Julie Sauve’ 
(USFS), Marty Hartzell (CVRWQCB), Will Harris (CGS), Dan Canfield (OHMVR) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Vickie Sanders (DOT), Bernie Morton (EDSO) 
 
 I CALL TO ORDER: 8:32 A.M. 

 II AGENDA:  Adopted with the addition of Trail Signage and Enforcement 

  Randy asked about agenda style.  How do you get something on the agenda?  Tom 
answered if you want something on the agenda notify Vickie or I two weeks before 
the meeting. 

 
 III MINUTES from August 13, 2009:   Approved  
 

IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES 
INTRODUCED:   

 Merlin asked since this is and adhoc group we have no teeth.  Can we discuss that 
at a future meeting? 
Tom will take this up with the board and we will put it on a future agenda. 
 
Jeff reported on August 15th they had a meeting to discuss Little Sluice.  It was a 
great meeting with good discussions.  I would like to talk to the Forest Service 
and law enforcement. 
Tom stated any operation on the trail itself needs to go through DOT.  We discuss 
with any other agency that needs to be involved.  It would be disjointed if you go 
out on your own.  It would be outside the process we have now.  DOT is the 
clearing house.  
Jeff-Should we submit our proposal before the meeting on the 16th? 
Tom-Yes you can if you want.   
Jeff-We did a cleanup on 8/29, it went well, thank you Tom for a quick approval 
of the project, and to FOTR for all the help.   

 1



 2

   
V. DISCUSSION ITEMS:   

Meeting schedule-We discussed at the last meeting about scheduling some 
meetings in the evening.  We would like to try that.  The October 8th meeting 
will be in the evening 7-8:30 PM in the same location. 
 
Little Sluice- 
Tom- The purpose of this meeting is to discuss some of the issues, activities, 
spills, historic or today’s use of the Little Sluice.  This has been a topic of 
discussion since we all started to attend these meetings.  It was suggested that 
we have a public discussion to hear from agencies, groups and individuals.  
There will be time limits.  Everyone has a voice.  At the end of the day this 
may be discussed at the Board level.  There is no decision made, we are not 
predisposed.  The Rubicon is a public road and DOT has been told to manage 
it.   
John- Can you publish the format of the meeting as soon as possible.  Some 
are making presentation. 
Tom-This meeting is about how the trail will work in the future. Clear policy 
will come out of this meeting.  The water board is not here to close the trail; 
they want us to manage it.   
Don-Will it be recorded. 
Tom-We are going to tape it.  We want to give everyone an opportunity.  
Anyone representing a group will have 5 minutes; any individual will have 3 
minutes.  If you are making a proposal you need to submit that to us, you 
don’t need to hit every point. 
 
Trail Signage-This was added to the agenda by Randy. 
RTF has received funding from an OHMVR grant for signage.  We need a 
working group to design mile markers for the trail.  Dan Canfield, Merlin, 
Debbie Gaynor, Tom or Vickie and Randy volunteered to work on this issue. 
 
Enforcement-This was added to the agenda by Randy. 
Randy- It was great to have law enforcement over the last holiday weekend 
and two shifts!  Having enforcement helped minimize any potential issues.  
How do we get more of that?  How can we help you? 
Bernie- We have our grants in place.  In these difficult times we are lucky to 
have the money from the state.  Currently, we are making use of one deputy 
and one extra help deputy.  We want to keep pushing.  The second shift 
worked well.  It makes a difference having us there.  We will do all we can.   
Steve-There is a large group this weekend the Marlin Crawlers will be going 
in. 
Bernie-I will have deputies out there this weekend. 
Randy-The event the Sheriff, CHP and DOT did last year did a lot to set the 
tone.  It would be great to get that again next year. Last year we had FPO’s 
on the trail, this year there are a couple of gals doing surveys.  What 
changed? 
Diane-We have to get people that want to get the training.  We hope to have 
FPO’s out there next year.  If you have anyone interested have them give 
Debbie a call. 
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VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
Property Owners, Steve Morris-We are trying to improve facilities at the 
springs.  We need able bodies for a work party the first weekend in October? 
Merlin-Signage alone does not do the job.  Trespass is still an issue.  When you 
put up signs you need to be there to enforce. 
Jamboree-Dan Mainwaring-There are places on the trail that were easier years 
past then now. 
CGS-Will-John Vegna and Vickie were in contact with our office and we were 
able to provide map books.  I think there will be a few stumbles along the way.  
We are glad the county is using the report. 
State Parks-Dan-I was on the trail on 8/29 it was a great weekend.  Ran into 
FOTR at Little Sluice.  Foundation folks at Ellis, Sheriff Patrols and Forest 
Service while on the trail.  It was a great trip. There was evidence at Ellis Creek 
of the bridge work.  This trip took care of field visits for five grants.  RTP grants 
are due October 1st.  
Tom-We appreciate your participation on the trail as well as here. 
Sheriff-Bernie-Bernie handed out an activity report for the period of 5/1/09 
through 9/8/09.  Jamboree hours were not included. 
Merlin-You can see the effects on El Dorado side, but do we do anything on the 
Placer County side?  How do we get to the Tahoe Side?   
Tom will invite Placer County to participate in the ROC. 
RTF-Randy-August 22nd & 29th we supported FOTR’s work parties.  
Cantina made $33,000 this year, thanks to everyone that participated.  In 2010 we 
will be raffling off the Cherokee.    
Trail counts will continue through September. 
DOT-Tom-Vickie is back in the CAO’s office, but will still be working on the 
Rubicon program.   
Volunteer projects RTF, FOTR work has been excellent and it is important that 
we get the follow up information.  Let us know if you need help.   
DOT crew will be on the trail 9/21-10/2 working from the Intertie to Ellis Creek 
as identified in the grant.  Thanks to Debbie, we will be stock piling material on 
14N05 and moving material down to the project site.  We have rented equipment 
for this project, but we will be going out to bid soon on the equipment we 
received in the grant. 
John-What is the timeline for bridges? 
Tom-I think 2011 for Ellis, possibly 2010 for Gerle.  Hopefully we will know 
more by next meeing. 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 A.M., October 8, 2009 @ El Dorado County DOT – 
Headington Road Ready Room (same meeting place as previous). 

 
 VIII ADJOURN:  10:25 


