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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
July 9, 2009 
 

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Dan Mainwaring, Jerry Culver, Rich Platt, Richard Hill, Richard Prince, Steve 
Morris, Don Spuhler, Merlin Scott, Karen Schambach, Dennis Cullen, Monte Hendricks, Karen 
Schambach 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Diane Rubiaco (USFS), Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Connie Lathom 
(OHMVR), Tim Guardino (OHMVR), Meriko Hoshida (OHMVR), Dan Canfield (OHMVR), 
Bob Ditto (OHMVR), Jeff Little (Sycamore Environmental), Will Harris (CGS) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Vickie Sanders (DOT), Chuck Pazzi (DOT) 
 
 I CALL TO ORDER: 8:33 A.M. 

 II AGENDA:  Review 

 III MINUTES from June 18, 2009:  Revise minutes to reflect comment by Merlin-
sanitation is still an issue.  Comment by Rich-Users are picking up the white flowers 
and leaving the excrement. 

  Merlin reported that there is a group who is going in behind others picking up the 
white flowers and the excrement.  It looks a lot better. 

 
 Tom explained if an agency does not have anything new to report then pass and 

we can move forward. 
 

IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES 
INTRODUCED:  Dan Canfield from OHMVR, introduced Tim Guardino with 
the public safety team and Meriko Hoshida who is coordinating law enforcement 
grants.  

   
V. DISCUSSION ITEMS:   

Little Sluice 
Tom-The County is the agency responsible for trail maintenance.  Along with our 
partners the Forest Service and RTF who has been recognized by the Board of 
Supervisors, have decided to form a project team.  There are issues with resource 
damage and spill issues that need to be cleaned up.  Forest Service staff, county and 
RTF will identify the boulders and decide on a way to approach to remove them.  
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Today we want issues or any adverse issues we need to be aware of.  We need to 
change the behavior of some out there.  We have been encouraged to do something. 
Diane-We are using this as a scoping meeting like we would with NEPA. 
Don suggested do this after Labor Day. 
Dennis suggested waiting until mid October because of fire danger. 
Karen-The environmental community is in favor of this.  We would like to know the 
objectives?  What about the by passes? 
Randy-RTF is looking forward to working with our partners.  I would like for there 
to be a public process for the users to voice their opinions. 
Monte-Would like to see a plan that he could go onsite and comment on. 
Steve-This is an historic trail and it this should be done to enhance the trail. 
Jerry-He agrees with the historical aspect and will get a resolution from the 
Historical Society supporting this action. 
Merlin-We need to get this to the media, but we need to do it soon.  Do it before the 
users get a campaign going to the board. 
Tom-Please send us your comments before the next meeting and Vickie will send 
them out with the minutes. 
 
Tom-Before we discuss Soup Bowl, I would like to introduce Chuck Pazzi from 
DOT, he has an update on the bridge projects. 
Chuck-I would like to start with my background, I worked for Cal Trans for 15 years 
on bridges and I have been with the county for 3 years.  We have looked at the site, 
and determined the best location is about 100 ft. downstream.  We are waiting for the 
Geo Tech report.  When evaluating, we look at high flows and drift.  Ellis is fairly 
easy, Gerle will be more expensive.  There has been wash outs in the past.  We are 
working with SPI, the bridge will be located on their property.   
Rich-I looked at the spot, it looks good. 
Tom-The survey crew is on the trail staking the bridge. 
 
Soup Bowl- 
Tom-We would like to do some work up there.  We have some ideas I marking the 
trail and getting people to stay on the trail.  We would lie to throw it open for 
discussion. 
Randy-Carcinite markers are too far back, just like in Spider.  We need to get out 
there on the ground and get the markers down where they should be. 
Diane-We have cut a deal with Scott to get that done. We have heard a lot of 
dialogue about Little Sluice but not about Soup Bowl. 
Rich-Just moving the signs won’t do it.  Get rocks and logs that make it look like it 
is closed.  It is a great project to have a win.  It is from extreme use.  We are starting 
to identify behavior.  We discussed this at the site visit; the Forest Service was not 
there. 
Diane-What was the discussion?  Was it not only moving the carcinite but also 
blocking, maybe some restrictions? 
Merlin-Traffic is a problem.  Because people have to get crossways on the trail, 
traffic backs up.  Maybe signage, Soup Bowl and Little Sluice are no longer 
playgrounds. 
Tom-Education, more signage, we have identified these in our grants.  We are 
making head way. 
Randy-Next steps, Debbie has spoken with Scott.  On our next work party we will 
try and take care of moving the carcinite.  
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VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
  Forest Service-Diane no new information 

Debbie-We have hired Peggy Westfall as the new OHV Manager.  She will start 
on the 19th.   It has not been announced.  She has a background working with 
OHV.  She is coming from the Placerville District. 
CGS-Will-I am happy to report we have delivered the report with the program to 
Tom this week.  We created map books on the segment of the trail identified in 
the grant application.  Projects have been identified and as they are completed 
they can be documented in this program and checked off. 
Randy-We have used this map on the work day in June and they were very useful. 
Tom-Our goal is to get staff up to speed on the program.  It will be very useful.  
We appreciate all that CGS has done. 
Will-You will want to put the location of the bridge on the map now that it has 
been determined. 
Rich-We need a maintenance handbook with specification in it. 
Tom-Part of our grant is a training program.  We are working on a contract so we 
are using a consistent process.  There are things on the trail that are specific to the 
trail.  We may end up with a handbook. 
State-Dan-We are wrapping up the grant awards.  There was one appeal, but that 
has been resolved.  The Rubicon was well represented. El Dorado County 
received three, the Sheriff received one and RTF received two.  2009/2010 is 
being discussed; we don’t know if there will be one or what it will look like.  
State Parks visited the trail on foot to Buck Island.  We ran into about a dozen 
rigs, very high compliance, staying on the trail, driving slow, little garbage. We 
are trying to get out there on a weekend. 
Sycamore-Jeff Little-Two weeks ago we had the Cal Trans review.  The bridge 
location has been determined. 
CVRWQCB-Bob-We received the reports from the county and forest service.  
They are currently under review. 
Tom-What do we get back from the water board? 
Bob-You will receive a comment letter. 
 
RTF-Randy-July work project will be filling mud hole in the springs.  Also will 
be building new E-Loos (toilet units). 
June work party built a gabion structure west of Soup Bowl, three drainage 
structures at Walker Hill and tested GOOR product on the rocks.  There were over 
100 people.  Kiosk at Wentworth received a new coat of paint and kiosk at Loon 
has a nice railing thanks to Mott Roofing.  
Trail counts continue, Memorial Day Weekend has 288 vehicles and 566 people. 
Next weekend has 88 vehicles and 168 people, next weekend 138 vehicles and 
258 people. 
Will-Be sure you quantify the fixes.  Be sure you change the flags on the map 
from yellow or red to green when the fixes are complete. 
DOT-Tom-The new hazmat shed is ready for Wentworth.  DOT has completed 
the fix.  
Randy-Someone from RTF will pick that up and take it to Wentworth on the next 
work party. 
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Please get us any topics for next month’s agenda.  We need those two weeks before the 
meeting.  You can email Tom or Vickie. 
 

NEXT MEETING:  8:30 A.M., August 13, 2009 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington Road 
Ready Room (same meeting place as previous). 
 
 VII ADJOURN:  10:40 
 
 

 


