
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EL DORADO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS WORKGROUP 
MEETING MINUTES    

 
 

 
Date: August 18, 2009 
Time: 1:00 – 2:30 PM 
Location: EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS) AGENCY Conference Room 

 
I.  INTRODUCTIONS 
  
  Attendees:  

  
 

 
  Olivia Byron-Cooper, EDC Pub Health  
 *Darcie Carpenter, Barton Hospital 
 Matt Cathey, EDC Sheriff’s OES 
 Sue Deal, Marshal Medical Center  
 *Mike Deatherage, EDC Public Health 
 Romie Del Rio Daher, Snowline Hospice 
 *Ginger Huber, EDC Environ. Mgmt  
 Pat Lahey, EDC Public Health 
  Jamey Morgan, EDC Sheriff’s OES 

  Kristine Oase, EDC Public Health 
 Candace Revaz, Marshall Medical Cntr.  

 Annie Roe, Davita Dialysis  
 Prestine Skinner, EDC Mental Health  
 *Dawn Spicer, Barton Hospital 
 Rich Todd, EDC Public Health 
 Star Walker, EDC Human Services 
 Chris Weston, EDC Public Health;  

Shelley Lima, Regional Disaster Medical 
Health Specialist 
Janet Fitch, EDC Mental Health 

 */and italic - indicates joined by telephone

  
 

II.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Chris Weston) 
  

Minutes of the 6/9/09 PHP Workgroup Meeting were approved with changes and will be posted 
to the PHP Preparedness website. www.edcgov.us/publichealthpreparedness.    

 
III.   PRESENTATION: WILDLAND FIRE POWERPOINT (Jamey Morgan) 

Jamey gave a very informative presentation on safety, prevention and response for wild land 
fires in El Dorado County. 

 
IV.  HINI OVERVIEW (Olivia Byron - Cooper) 
   
  A. Latest Statistics: In El Dorado County there have been three cases of hospitalization from 

H1N1, one resulted in a fatality, all three had underlying health conditions that put them at 
higher risk for contracting the flu. Sue Deal shared that Marshall Hospital is seeing H1N1 
cases weekly.  

 
  B. Guidelines: We receive guidelines regularly from the Center for Disease Control & Pre- 
PHP Workgroup Minutes 8-18-09                                                                                                                        Page 1 of 4  

http://www.edcgov.us/publichealthpreparedness


PHP Workgroup Minutes 8-18-09                                                                                                                        Page 2 of 4  

   vention (CDC) which change frequently. The State has set out guidelines for priority groups 
to receive the H1N1 vaccine. It was found that people over 64 years of age have some 
form of passive immunity from being exposed to a similar virus in the past. Recently, Olivia 
met with Barton Hospital where they went through a couple of scenarios about antiviral 
distribution. She would like to meet with Marshall Hospital to do the same thing. There will 
be two types of flu vaccines available this fall, a seasonal flu vaccine and a H1N1 vaccine 
that requires two doses administered 28 days apart. There are H1N1 clinical trials currently 
going on, so that guideline may change.  

 
  C. Use of N95 Masks: Numerous organizations have requested fit testing for N95 masks. 

There is an ongoing discussion about how to get all the different organizations fit tested. Fit 
testing is very labor intensive, requiring testing every year and extensive record keeping. 
The Public Health Department currently has a few fit testers. Sue Deal shared that most 
hospitals in CA, including Sacramento and LA, are using regular isolation masks for H1N1.  
CAL OSHA and CDC say N95 masks must be used for H1N1. However, several infectious 
disease organizations recommend using the isolation surgery masks. CDC is having a 
meeting in October and may change their definition of novel influenza virus’ that determine 
when the use of N95 masks is necessary.   

    
   D. N95 mask acquisition – Darcie Carpenter shared that Barton has received one small N95 

mask order. They currently have backordered three separate N95 mask orders, with three 
different manufacturers, for the same mask. Sue Deal stated that backorders for H1N1 
supplies are a nationwide situation. Alcohol and gel hand hygiene products are also on 
backorder. Need to be looking at alternatives if supplies run out.  

   
V.  ROUND TABLE (Workgroup)  
 
 A. Snowline Hospice (Romie Del Rio Daher):  Hospice has been in their new building, in home 

patient services building, for past one and a half years. They have four thrift stores, a recycling 
center, and the new building which houses clinicians and some administration. On any given 
day they have about 65 patients all over the county. They go into Marshall, Gold Country, and 
Placerville Pines as well as private homes where most of their patients are. They do have 
patients who are very compromised. They are updating their disaster plan. Sue Deal 
recommended they talk to Marshall Home Care for suggestions with their plan.  

 
 B. EMSA (Rich Todd): Conducting inventory of all provider agencies of El Dorado County to see 

how many N95 masks they have. Many fire people are now out servicing fires. 

 C. Psychiatric Health Facility (Janet Fitch)                                                                                                
Working with the rest of Health Services on Internal Disaster plans. Looking at using a format 
that is similar throughout Mental Health and Public Health Divisions. Challenge to keep 
infection control needs to a minimum. They are working on obtaining access to Visio to make 
floor plans on their evacuation plans. Currently have 9 in PHF and 3 in Crisis Residential 
Treatment. Monitoring for flu. Still waiting for delivery of masks.  

 
 D. Shelley Lima, (Regional Disaster Medical Health Specialist)  
  Sit Rep Tool: She reported there will be a new Sit Rep (Situation Report) tool for the Medical 

Health Operational Area Coordinator’s (MHOAC) use. There is one MHOAC assigned for each 
county. Some counties will work together with their PH officer and their MHOAC to get things 
taken care of. Rich is the MHOAC, Chris is the backup MHOAC in our area. MHOAC’s can use 
the Sit Rep tool to update their resources and notify the people around them, ie: coworkers, 
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OES, state and region, to keep them advised of needs. Recently, Shelley was placed in charge 
of writing the MHOAC training plan. The Sit Rep tool will be the first part of it. Also creating a 
manual.  

  Cyano Kits: The state is purchasing 1000 Cyano kits for cyanide poisoning. The kit must be 
administered within 1-2 hours from exposure. Our region will get 90 kits (45, two dose 
treatments) which have a shelf life of up to 36 mos. Will not purchase until all the MOA’s are in 
place. There will be training available on their use. There will be no charge because the kits 
were received from the state. 

  Diethalyde Triamene Pentathic Acid (DTPA) Cache: Our region has a cache of DTPA, the 
counter measure for the dirty bomb which is being stored in a warehouse in Sacramento. They 
are going to send it out to the three CA OES Administrative Regions. Our region will then split 
the 500 doses we receive between two locations in our areas. If we need it, it will be shipped to 
us Code 3. Working on getting Cyanide MOA’s in place. Darcie asked if there are requirements 
for who within the hospital organization signs off on the MOA. Shelley said the person has to 
have a DEA pharmacy number, so it would most likely be a senior administrator at the hospital.  

 
 E. Barton Hospital (Darcie Carpenter)  
  Doing lots of H1N1 planning. Trying to find N95 masks to order. Recently received 15,000 

copies of the SLT Preparedness Guide thanks to CAL EMA. Now figuring out how to distribute 
to SLT city residents.  

 
 F. EDC Environmental Management (Ginger Huber)  
  Personal preparedness for wild land fires: Wants to stress personal preparedness for wild land 

fires. A gentleman in Santa Cruz had all his important papers and belongings packed in plastic 
containers in the back of his car ready to evacuate if necessary during fire season.  

  N95 fit testing: Environmental Management is pursuing N95 fit testing. They will be available 
for fit testing. Chris is in communication with PH upper management about who they want to 
be Fit Testers. He will get back with Ginger about Fit Testers.  Environmental Management 
would be happy to do another Train the Trainer Class.  

 
 G. EDC Sheriff’s (Jamey Morgan and Matt Cathey) 
  Rapid Notify System: Matt and Jamie will be participating in a web seminar for the Rapid Notify 

system. He is anticipating the system will have enhanced features. He already has a file 
created for the entire county which has the ability to send a phone message out to every El 
dorado County resident.  

 
 H. Marshall Hospital (Sue Deal) 
  Have a Flu team that has been in place for several years that handles “seasonal flu”. The team 

consists of several Marshall employees, community physicians and Cathy Dunbar from PH. 
The team coordinates with PH if do any public clinics. With about 10,000 doses of vaccine, 
they annually vaccinate all hospital employees, inpatients, volunteers, physicians and 
physician office patients. The team meets on regular basis. It will be a challenge to vaccinate 
all the hospital employees with the record keeping with the record keeping that’s involved. 

     
 J. EDC Mental Health (Prestine Skinner): 
  There are several internal things going on at Mental Health for H1N1. Recently, the phone tree 

system was revised. Periodically they have dangerous people who come in to Mental Health. 
They installed a button the front desk person can press for help in an emergency. Jamey 
Morgan gave a safety presentation. Discussed the use of a buzz word to use to alert people for 
safety purposes.  
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 I. Marshall Hospital (Candace Revaz) 
  Have construction going on. Revamping their communications plans. Having an emergency 

management drill on 9/22, where they will be bringing out equipment. As of Aug 2nd, Marshall 
has attained a level 3 trauma designation. This was quite an achievement.  

 
 K. Davita Dialysis (Annie Roe) 
  Have nearly updated their disaster preparedness plans for all facilities in her region. 40% of 

their workers get flu vaccines. They are working on bringing that percentage up to 90%.   
 
 L. EDC Public Health (Chris Weston): 
  Public Health Officer: Dr. Olivia Kasirye is the new Public Health Officer for El Dorado County. 

Public Health Preparedness has lost a few staff and training new staff.  
  Federal Funding: In September will have federal funding coming to Public Health, through the 

state, for H1N1. Not sure how we can spend the money. Maybe contacting a few for supply 
needs. 

  HPP:  No grant guidance yet. Will let hospitals know as soon as he receives guidance.  
    
X.  NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, October 13, 2009 from 1:00 to 2:30 pm at the EMS Agency 

conference room.  


