March 24, 2016
Ms. Jennifer Franich,
Associate Planner,
El Dorado County Planning Services
2850 Fairlane Court, Building C,
Placerville CA 95667
Re: Special Use Permit renewal application for Verizon Wireless antenna facility known
as “New Hillsdale”; 6170 Latrobe Road, Shingle Springs CA (APN 087-260-02)
Dear Ms. Franich and Reviewing Parties,
Please consider this as a formal request to renew Special Use Permit Revision 1 S04-0030-R-1.
The SUP Revision is due for a 5 year renewal which is requested with this letter and the enclosed
documents for modifications to the above-captioned existing wireless site:
•
•
•
•

Special Use Permit application;
10 sets construction drawings @ 11” x 17”;
1 thumb drive containing electronic copies of all submittal materials;
Application narrative (including applicable site photos where relevant) addressing
conformity with conditions to Special Use Revision S04-0030-R-1;
• Check for $500.00 made out to El Dorado County

The SUP was issued by the El Dorado County Zoning Administrator on July 21, 2010, and
included a 20’ extension of the existing antenna support structure, attachment of antennas, and
installation of a Verizon Wireless equipment shelter. The conditions that follow were placed on
S04-0030-R-1. The narrative and photos that follow address the steps taken to meet the
conditions with the previous construction, and the applicability of the listed conditions to the
present application.
Special Use Permit S04-0030-R-1 Conditions of Approval
Revision S04-0030-R - 1 consists of the following:
This Special Use Permit revision is based upon and limited to compliance with the
project description, the hearing exhibits marked A through I-2 and conditions of approval
set forth below. Any deviations from the project description, exhibits or conditions must be
reviewed and approved by the County for conformity with this approval. Deviations may require
approved changes to the permit and/or further environmental review. Deviations without the
above described approval shall constitute a violation of permit approval.
The revision amends the original permit to allow the collocation of 12 panel antennas and two, 8foot microwave dishes on an existing 92-foot tall metal lattice tower, on the parcel identified by
Assessor’s Parcel Number 087-260-02, and referred to by the site name New Hillsdale. A 20-foot
tall extension shall be added to the top of the tower for the new antennas as well as to allow the
relocation of the existing Cal Fire antenna to the top of the extension. An 11-foot 6- inch by 1619401 40th Ave West, Suite 304
Lynnwood WA 98036

Exhibit A

foot prefabricated concrete communications equipment shelter and diesel-powered backup
generator shall be surrounded by a 6-foot tall chain link fence with brown slats within the Verizon
Wireless lease area.
The grading, development use, and maintenance of the property, the size, shape, arrangement,
and location of structures, parking areas and landscape areas, and the protection and preservation
of resources shall conform to the project description above and the hearing exhibits and
conditions of approval below. The property and any portions thereof shall be sold, leased or
financed in compliance with this project description and the approved hearing exhibits and
conditions of approval hereto. All plans must be submitted for review and approval and shall be
implemented as approved by the County.
2.

All site improvements shall conform to the site plans and elevations attached as Exhibits
E-1 to F-3.

Response
The previous improvements were constructed in conformity with the stated conditions, as
evidenced by the final inspection report for permit # 198911, which is included with this
submittal.
3.

All equipment shelters, cabinets or other auxiliary structures shall be painted in
a matching color. All facility RF antennas shall be painted with non-reflective
paint and maintained to blend with the silver/gray color of the tower. The
applicant shall provide Planning Services with proof that said painting of
the structures and antennas prior to issuance of final occupancy of the facility
through Building Services.
Response
The previous improvements were constructed in conformity with the stated conditions, as
evidenced by the final inspection report for permit # 198911, which is attached. Photos of
existing antennas and the equipment shelter are attached, showing conformity with this condition.
In addition, the proposed antennas have an exterior treatment that is light gray in color, so that
painting is not required. See photo of proposed antenna, which is included with this submittal.
4.

Expansions to the lease area or additional antennas mounted on the tower shall be
subject to review and approval by the Development Services Director. Should the
Director find that additional lease area or antennas may create a visual impact, the Director
shall refer the project to the Zoning Administrator for review and approval.

Response
There are no expansions to the lease area proposed with the present submittal. The six (6) existing
antennas will be replaced with antennas that are 2 feet longer, but more narrow than the existing
(existing antennas are 48” x 24”; proposed are 72” x 18”). The remote radio units that are being
added will be placed behind the antennas so that they will not have a significant visual impact.
5.

The applicant shall assume full responsibility for resolving television reception
interference or other electrical interference caused by the operation of this facility. The

Request for Renewal
S04-0030-R-1
Verizon Wireless site ref “New Hillsdale”
Page 2 of 8

applicant shall take corrective action within 30 days of the receipt of any written
complaint.
Response
The applicant is not aware of any issues of this sort associated with the existing facility. It should
also be noted that issues of electronic or radio interference are under the purview of the Federal
Communications Commission rather than local jurisdictions.
6.

All improvements associated with the communication facility, including equipment
shelters, towers, antenna, and fencing shall be properly maintained at all times. Planning
Services requires that that all colors of the equipment enclosure and other improvements
visible to the public shall be maintained to ensure the appearance remains consistent.
Colors of the antennas, support structures, tower and other improvements shall be
maintained in order to provide a quality and aesthetically pleasing exterior finish,
including maintenance and upkeep, so as to remain consistent with the visual
simulation provided as Exhibits F-1 to F-3. All improvements must be consistent
and all paint shall be non-reflective and match the existing silver/gray color of the tower.

Response
The proper operation of the facility is dependent upon the site being maintained. The photographs
submitted with this application were taken in late Spring 2015, and show the site to be in good
repair.
7.

The applicant shall maintain a minimum of 3 inches of aggregate base along the 15-foot
wide access roadway from Latrobe Road to the leased area.

Response
As shown in the submitted photograph, attached, and evidenced by the final inspections of
building permit 198911, which is included with this submittal, the proper drive approach has been
constructed at Latrobe Road.
8.

All obsolete or unused communication facilities shall be removed within six (6) months
after the use of that facility has ceased or the facility has been abandoned. The applicant
shall notify the Planning Department at the time of abandonment and all disturbance
related to the communication facility shall be restored to pre-project condition.

Response
There are no plans for abandonment of the existing facility. However, Verizon Wireless
understands and acknowledges this condition.
9.

Due to the ever-changing technology of wireless communication systems, this special
use permit shall be reviewed by the County Development Services Department
every five years. At each five-year review, the permit holder shall provide the
Development Services Department with a status report on the then current use of the
subject site and related equipment. Development Services shall review the status and
present that report to the approving authority with a recommendation whether to:
(A) Allow the facility to continue to operate under all applicable conditions; or
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(B) Hold a public hearing to determine whether to modify the conditions of
approval in order to reduce identified adverse impacts; or initiate proceedings to revoke
the special use permit, requiring the facility's removal if it is no longer an integral part of
the wireless communications system.
Response
The present application is submitted in accordance with this condition. The current proposal is to
replace the existing panel antennas with updated models. As evidenced in the information
submitted with this application (photos and final inspection report from 2011), the site is
currently constructed and operated in accordance with the conditions of approval of the approved
permit.
10.

Prior to commencement of any use authorized by this permit, the applicant shall
provide a written description, together with appropriate documentation, showing
conformance of the project with each condition imposed as part of the project
approval. The applicant shall also schedule an inspection by Planning Services for
verification of compliance with applicable conditions of approval. The operator shall
pay Planning Services for the time spent reviewing the site on a time and materials basis.
All future development plans shall include this condition on the submitted plans.

Response
The submitted application is made in accordance with this requirement.

11.

A $50.00 administrative processing fee is required by the County Recorder to file the
Notice of Exemption. This fee must be delivered to the El Dorado County Planning
Services prior to the issuance of any development permit being issued on the project
parcel.

Response
The required fee was paid at building permit application submittal. See attached receipt.
12.

The operator (lessee) and property owner (lessor) are responsible for complying with all
conditions of approval contained in this Special Use Permit. Any zoning violations
concerning the installation, operation, and/or abandonment of the facility are the
responsibility of the owner and the operator.

Response
Verizon Wireless and American Tower understand and acknowledge this condition.
13.

All Development Services fees for processing this application shall be paid in full prior to
issuance of a Building Permit.

Response
Verizon Wireless understands and acknowledges this condition.
14

If human remains are discovered at any time during the improvement phase, the County
Coroner and Native American Heritage Commission shall be contacted per Section
7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code and Section 5097.89 of the Public
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Resources Code. The procedures set forth in Supplementary Document J, Section
VIII, of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines concerning
treatment of the remains shall be followed. If archaeological sites or artifacts are
discovered, the subdivider shall retain an archaeologist to evaluate the resource.
If the resource is determined to be important, as defined in Appendix K of the CEQA
Guidelines, mitigation measures, as agreed to by the subdivider, archaeologist, and
Planning Services shall be implemented. Treatment of Native American remains and/or
archaeological artifacts shall be the responsibility of the subdivider and shall be subject to
review and approval by Planning Services.
Response
There are no plans for any excavation activities with the current application. Therefore, this
condition would appear not to apply.
15.

In the event of any legal action instituted by a third party challenging the validity of any
provision of this approval, the applicant and landowner agrees to be responsible for the
costs of defending such suit and shall hold County harmless from any legal fees or
costs County may incur as a result of such action.
The applicant and land owner shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless EI Dorado
County and its agents, officers, and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding
against El Dorado County or its agents, officers, or employees to attack, set aside, void,
or annul an approval of El Dorado County concerning a Special Use Permit Revision.
The County shall notify the applicant/owner of any claim, action, or proceeding and
County will cooperate fully in the defense.

Response
It is hard to imagine how a tower that has been in place for over 50 years, and which is relatively
isolated would result in a third party challenging the validity of the Special Use Permit renewal.
However, Verizon Wireless understands and acknowledges this condition.
EI Dorado County Building Services
16.

Project facilities shall be subject to issuance of a building permit from the El Dorado
County Building Department

Response
Verizon Wireless understands and acknowledges this condition. The applicant has submitted
application for a building permit for the proposed antenna modification at the subject site.
El Dorado County Department of Transportation
17.

The applicant shall comply with all County requirements related to the Department
of Transportation including, but not limited to, "Design and Improvement Standards
Manual, " the "Grading, Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance, " the "Drainage
Manual, " the "Off Street Parking and Loading Ordinance", the State of California
Handicapped Accessibility Standards and the Storm Water Management Plan.
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Response
There are no plans for any excavation activities with the current application, and there will be no
change to the parking available at the subject site. Therefore, this condition would appear to not
apply.
18.

The applicant shall construct/verify the encroachment onto Latrobe Road per El Dorado
County DISM 103B-l. The improvements shall be completed to the satisfaction of the
Department of Transportation or the applicant shall obtain an approved improvement
agreement with security, prior to issuance of final occupancy for the building permit.

Response
The previous improvements were constructed in conformity with the stated conditions, as
evidenced by the final inspection report for permit # 198911, which is attached with this
application.
Air Quality Management District
19.

The applicant shall comply with all El Dorado County Air Quality Management District
Rules and Regulations available at: www.co.el-dorado.ca.us/emd prior to the issuance of
a building permit

Response
There are no sources of emissions being added with the current project. The previous
improvements were constructed in conformity with the stated conditions, as evidenced by the
final inspection report for permit # 198911.
Environmental Health- Hazardous Materials/Solid Waste Division
20.

Under the CUPA programs, if the operation will involve the storage of reportable
quantities of hazardous materials (55 gallons, 500 lbs, 200 cubic feet) for backup power
generation, a hazardous materials business plan for the site must be submitted to
the Department and applicable fees paid.

Response
The proposed modification involves antenna work only. No additional hazardous materials will
be added with the current project. The previous improvements were constructed in conformity
with the stated conditions, as evidenced by the final inspection report for permit # 198911.
Latrobe Fire Protection District
21.

The applicant shall submit a site plan review fee of $85.00 to the Latrobe Fire Protection
District prior to issuance of Final Occupancy for a County Building Permit.

22.

The applicant shall provide a low security Knox lock for: a) the access road gate at
Latrobe Road; and b) the gate to the fence surrounding facility, and proof of
compliance shall be received by the fire district prior to issuance of Final Occupancy
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for a County Building Permit . Knox lock order forms are available at Latrobe Fire
protection District main office at 7660 South Shingle Road, Shingle Springs, CA 95682
23.

The applicant shall provide a High Security Knox box to be installed on the prefab
equipment shelter. The box shall contain the keys to all locked cabinets and other areas
of access, within the fenced area, and proof of compliance shall be received by the fire
district prior to issuance of Final Occupancy for a County Building Permit.

24.

The applicant shall provide one minimum rated 2Al0 BC fire extinguisher in a weather
proof box. It shall be mounted in a location that is readily visible and easily accessible.
The top of the box shall be no higher than 5 feet from the ground and proof of
compliance shall be received by the fire district prior to issuance of Final Occupancy for
a County Building Permit.

Response
The proposed modification involves antenna work only. No changes will be made to the existing
fire protections outlined by the Fire District. The previous improvements were constructed in
conformity with the stated conditions, as evidenced by the final inspection report for permit #
198911.
In summary, the existing improvements constructed by Verizon Wireless in 2010/11 were built
and are being managed in accordance with the previously approved permits, as demonstrated in
the photographs and copy of the final inspection report for the previously constructed
improvements. The proposed antenna change will have little effect on the appearance or operation
of the subject site. Verizon Wireless therefore requests approval of the renewal of S04-0030-R-1.
Section 6409 Eligible Facilities Request
And finally, the proposed minor modification qualifies as an Eligible Facilities Request in
accordance with Section 6409/47 CFR § 1.40001. Per this Federal regulation, a minor
modification is one that meets the following limits n eligible facilities modification is one that
involves the addition or replacement of antennas that does not involve a substantial change to the
site. A substantial change, according to the regulation is one that involves one of the following:
• An increase in tower height of 10% or 20 feet, whichever is greater;
Response
There would be no increase in tower height.
• Antennas extending horizontally 20 feet or more from the edge of the tower
Response
There would be no change in the horizontal dimension of the antenna projections. The
existing sector frames extend a maximum of 4 feet from the tower face. There would be no
change to these sector frames.
• The addition of 4 or more equipment cabinets or an additional shelter
Response
There would be no visible change to the existing shelter on the site. No excavation outside
of the current lease area would occur.
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As the proposed modification does not meet any of the criteria for a “substantial change”, it is a
minor modification in the context of the regulation, and is thus an eligible facilities request.
Based on a filing date of approximately March 28, 2016, the projected FCC deadline for a
decision is May 27, 2016.
A copy of the FCC rule for Section 6409 Applications (47 CFR § 1.40001) is also enclosed for
your information.
Should there be any questions regarding the submitted materials or anything related to the
existing or proposed site development, I may be reached at madeline.chaney@campassoc.com, or
by phone at (425) 346-0128.

Sincerely,

Madeline Chaney
Camp + Associates
Applicant on behalf of Verizon Wireless
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Title 47 → Chapter I → Subchapter A → Part 1 → Subpart CC → §1.40001

Title 47: Telecommunication
PART 1—PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE
Subpart CC—State and Local Review of Applications for Wireless Service
Facility Modification

§1.40001 Wireless Facility Modifications.
(a) Purpose. These rules implement section 6409 of the Spectrum Act (codified at
47 U.S.C. 1455), which requires a State or local government to approve any eligible
facilities request for a modification of an existing tower or base station that does not
substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.
(b) Definitions. Terms used in this section have the following meanings.
(1) Base station. A structure or equipment at a fixed location that enables
Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communications between user equipment
and a communications network. The term does not encompass a tower as defined in this
subpart or any equipment associated with a tower.
(i) The term includes, but is not limited to, equipment associated with wireless
communications services such as private, broadcast, and public safety services, as well as
unlicensed wireless services and fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul.
(ii) The term includes, but is not limited to, radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial or
fiber-optic cable, regular and backup power supplies, and comparable equipment,
regardless of technological configuration (including Distributed Antenna Systems and
small-cell networks).
(iii) The term includes any structure other than a tower that, at the time the relevant
application is filed with the State or local government under this section, supports or
houses equipment described in paragraphs (b)(1)(i) through (ii) of this section that has
been reviewed and approved under the applicable zoning or siting process, or under
another State or local regulatory review process, even if the structure was not built for the
sole or primary purpose of providing such support.
(iv) The term does not include any structure that, at the time the relevant application
is filed with the State or local government under this section, does not support or house
equipment described in paragraphs (b)(1)(i)-(ii) of this section.

(2) Collocation. The mounting or installation of transmission equipment on an
eligible support structure for the purpose of transmitting and/or receiving radio frequency
signals for communications purposes.
(3) Eligible facilities request. Any request for modification of an existing tower or
base station that does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or
base station, involving:
(i) Collocation of new transmission equipment;
(ii) Removal of transmission equipment; or
(iii) Replacement of transmission equipment.
(4) Eligible support structure. Any tower or base station as defined in this section,
provided that it is existing at the time the relevant application is filed with the State or
local government under this section.
(5) Existing. A constructed tower or base station is existing for purposes of this
section if it has been reviewed and approved under the applicable zoning or siting
process, or under another State or local regulatory review process, provided that a tower
that has not been reviewed and approved because it was not in a zoned area when it was
built, but was lawfully constructed, is existing for purposes of this definition.
(6) Site. For towers other than towers in the public rights-of-way, the current
boundaries of the leased or owned property surrounding the tower and any access or
utility easements currently related to the site, and, for other eligible support structures,
further restricted to that area in proximity to the structure and to other transmission
equipment already deployed on the ground.
(7) Substantial change. A modification substantially changes the physical
dimensions of an eligible support structure if it meets any of the following criteria:
(i) For towers other than towers in the public rights-of-way, it increases the height of
the tower by more than 10% or by the height of one additional antenna array with
separation from the nearest existing antenna not to exceed twenty feet, whichever is
greater; for other eligible support structures, it increases the height of the structure by
more than 10% or more than ten feet, whichever is greater;
(A) Changes in height should be measured from the original support structure in
cases where deployments are or will be separated horizontally, such as on buildings'
rooftops; in other circumstances, changes in height should be measured from the
dimensions of the tower or base station, inclusive of originally approved appurtenances
and any modifications that were approved prior to the passage of the Spectrum Act.

(ii) For towers other than towers in the public rights-of-way, it involves adding an
appurtenance to the body of the tower that would protrude from the edge of the tower
more than twenty feet, or more than the width of the tower structure at the level of the
appurtenance, whichever is greater; for other eligible support structures, it involves
adding an appurtenance to the body of the structure that would protrude from the edge of
the structure by more than six feet;
(iii) For any eligible support structure, it involves installation of more than the
standard number of new equipment cabinets for the technology involved, but not to
exceed four cabinets; or, for towers in the public rights-of-way and base stations, it
involves installation of any new equipment cabinets on the ground if there are no preexisting ground cabinets associated with the structure, or else involves installation of
ground cabinets that are more than 10% larger in height or overall volume than any other
ground cabinets associated with the structure;
(iv) It entails any excavation or deployment outside the current site;
(v) It would defeat the concealment elements of the eligible support structure; or
(vi) It does not comply with conditions associated with the siting approval of the
construction or modification of the eligible support structure or base station equipment,
provided however that this limitation does not apply to any modification that is noncompliant only in a manner that would not exceed the thresholds identified in
§1.40001(b)(7)(i) through (iv).
(8) Transmission equipment. Equipment that facilitates transmission for any
Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communication service, including, but not
limited to, radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic cable, and regular and
backup power supply. The term includes equipment associated with wireless
communications services including, but not limited to, private, broadcast, and public
safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless services and fixed wireless services such as
microwave backhaul.
(9) Tower. Any structure built for the sole or primary purpose of supporting any
Commission-licensed or authorized antennas and their associated facilities, including
structures that are constructed for wireless communications services including, but not
limited to, private, broadcast, and public safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless
services and fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul, and the associated site.
(c) Review of applications. A State or local government may not deny and shall
approve any eligible facilities request for modification of an eligible support structure
that does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such structure.
(1) Documentation requirement for review. When an applicant asserts in writing that
a request for modification is covered by this section, a State or local government may
require the applicant to provide documentation or information only to the extent

reasonably related to determining whether the request meets the requirements of this
section. A State or local government may not require an applicant to submit any other
documentation, including but not limited to documentation intended to illustrate the need
for such wireless facilities or to justify the business decision to modify such wireless
facilities.
(2) Timeframe for review. Within 60 days of the date on which an applicant submits
a request seeking approval under this section, the State or local government shall approve
the application unless it determines that the application is not covered by this section.
(3) Tolling of the timeframe for review. The 60-day period begins to run when the
application is filed, and may be tolled only by mutual agreement or in cases where the
reviewing State or local government determines that the application is incomplete. The
timeframe for review is not tolled by a moratorium on the review of applications.
(i) To toll the timeframe for incompleteness, the reviewing State or local
government must provide written notice to the applicant within 30 days of receipt of the
application, clearly and specifically delineating all missing documents or information.
Such delineated information is limited to documents or information meeting the standard
under paragraph (c)(1) of this section.
(ii) The timeframe for review begins running again when the applicant makes a
supplemental submission in response to the State or local government's notice of
incompleteness.
(iii) Following a supplemental submission, the State or local government will have
10 days to notify the applicant that the supplemental submission did not provide the
information identified in the original notice delineating missing information. The
timeframe is tolled in the case of second or subsequent notices pursuant to the procedures
identified in this paragraph (c)(3). Second or subsequent notices of incompleteness may
not specify missing documents or information that were not delineated in the original
notice of incompleteness.
(4) Failure to act. In the event the reviewing State or local government fails to
approve or deny a request seeking approval under this section within the timeframe for
review (accounting for any tolling), the request shall be deemed granted. The deemed
grant does not become effective until the applicant notifies the applicable reviewing
authority in writing after the review period has expired (accounting for any tolling) that
the application has been deemed granted.
(5) Remedies. Applicants and reviewing authorities may bring claims related to
Section 6409(a) to any court of competent jurisdiction.
[80 FR 1269, Jan. 8, 2015]
!

Verizon Wireless Photos for Renewal of S04-0030-R-1,
6170 Latrobe Road, Shingle Springs CA (APN 087-260-02)

Existing Verizon Wireless panel
antennas, exterior gray color matches
tower steel, per condition 2.

Existing Verizon Wireless
microwave antenna,
painted to match tower
per condition 2.
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Verizon Wireless equipment shelter, surrounded by chain link fence with dark
brown slats, per condition 1

Driveway leading to American Tower site at Latrobe Road showing aggregate
drive approach per Condition 7.

Proposed SBNHH-1D45B antenna-exterior gray color
matches tower steel
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