
EL DORADO COUNTY EMS AGENCY 
Prehospital Protocol Reference Guide 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Reviewed: December 2010 

1

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
  

 
The goals of these Prehospital Protocol Reference Guides are: to educate El Dorado 
County paramedics on the medical conditions they encounter in the field; to provide 
supplemental information that explains the intent and content of the protocols; and to 
provide training materials for Field Training Officers to utilize as they orient paramedic 
interns and accreditation candidates to the El Dorado County EMS system. The intent is 
not to replace the protocols, but to provide background information on their content 
and explain to paramedics what is expected in regards to patient assessment and 
treatment for each individual medical condition. 

 

Each individual document contains two sections; the first section is intended to assist 
paramedics in understanding the basic physiology, causes, and historical background of 
each medical condition. The second section addresses the actual patient care for each; 
including: priorities in physical assessment, history taking, and treatment modalities. These 
reference guides are based on accepted medical practice in the pre-hospital setting as 
determined by research conducted by the El Dorado County Continuous Quality 
Improvement Committee. 
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