
 

 

 
 

COUNTY OF EL DORADO  

 HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY 
 
  

 

Medical Advisory Committee (MAC) Meeting 
Date: February 13, 2013 

Time:  1:00 to 2:30 
Location:  EMS Agency Conference Room 

 

I.     WELCOME  
  
       Attendees: 

Tony Gasporra, Cal Tahoe JPA    Brian Bresnahan, EMS Agency 
Bryan Pond, CalStar     Corey McLeod, Barton ER  
David Brazzel, EMS Agency    Leah Yaws, Diamond Springs FPD 

 Paul Lohan, EDC Fire     Alexis Lieser, Marshall ER  
John Muller, CHP     Marty Hackett, West Slope JPA 
Susan Johnson, Georgetown FPD   Hank Ferlini, EDH Fire 
Roger Berger, EDC Commission on Aging Steve Wilburn, EDC Fire 
Kathy Flessing, EMS Agency   Laurel Sorenson, Barton ER  
Tim Cordero, EDC Fire    Scott Smith, EDC Fire 

 Michele Williams, Marshall MC   Robert Griffith, CalStar  
 Kim George, SLT FD     Richard Todd, EMS Agency 

    
      

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Minutes of the 12/12/12 MAC Meeting were approved and posted to the EMS Agency 
website. 

III. CHAIRMAN REPORT: (Dr. David Brazzel) 

A. Regional Trauma Care Committee (RTCC) for Region 1, Northern California:  The 
EMS Agency was represented by Dr. Brazzel and Brian Bresnahan; Marshall by Dr. 
Leiser and Dr. Thayer; and Barton by Kate Neil. The RTCC reviewed the following: 

 IFT Data:  Data collection and State EMS authority on Interfacility Transports (IFT’s), 
and facilitating trauma from smaller rural hospitals to higher levels of care. This will be 
a monthly project. 

   

 State EMS Commission and Administrative Law: New regulations for EMTs and 
Paramedics go into effect April 1, 2013.   

 

MINUTES 

http://www.edcgov.us/Government/EMS/MAC_Minutes.aspx
http://www.edcgov.us/Government/EMS/MAC_Minutes.aspx


 

 

i. Changes will be made to Scope of Practice (SOP):  Some things that were 
“optional” SOP will now become “basic” SOP and some items that were 
“basic” SOP will become “optional” SOP. We may have to re-establish the 
items on our optional SOP for El Dorado County with the EMS Authority.  

   

ii. Revised EMT and EMT-P Regulations: To view the revised regulations, log 
on to EMS Authority website, select the Laws, Regs & Pubs tab. Scroll 
down to California Code of Regulations, Title 22. Within Chapter 2: EMT 
Regulations and Chapter 4: Paramedic Regulations, you will find the 
04/01/2013 revisions. You can “click here” to access the updated 
regulations.   

 

B. CHP/EMS Collaboration:  Thank you to the CHP Division Office and Valley Division for 
reviewing field cases to improve communication as well as streamline EMS services and 
coordination with law enforcement. Diamond Springs will be conducting some training in 
the near future with CHP. The CHP wants to reach out to fire departments to obtain a 
better understanding of Fire/EMS operations and get to know personnel.    

 

IV. BASE STATION HOSPITAL REPORTS 

A.   BARTON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL: (Corey McLeod, M.D.)  

 New Trauma Medical Director:  Dr. Gregory Eyre is taking over from Dr. Welker.   
 

 ACS Consultation:  The ACS visit concluded that Barton is providing excellent care, 
but more work is needed on the PI process.  
 

 Weather: Snowier weather is contributing to an increase in ER activity. 

B. MARSHALL MEDICAL CENTER (MMC):  (Alexis Lieser, M.D.  & Michele Williams, 
R.N.) 

 New Emergency Room:  The new ER has been open for a month. Thanks for 
everyone’s patience as we are working through challenges. We have been at or above 
capacity, seeing over 100 patients per day. Please contact Michelle with any 
questions.    
 

 Regional Trauma Care Committee (RTCC):  Good participation from El Dorado 
County. 
 

 Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO):  The next 
JCAHO visit will be conducted in May 2013. 
 

 State EMS Commission: Dr. Brazzel announced that Dr. Alexis Leiser was appointed 
by the State Senate to the California State EMS Commission. It will be valuable for  
El Dorado County to have a local representative contributing at the State level.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.emsa.ca.gov/laws/default.asp
http://www.bartonhealth.org/
https://www.marshallmedical.org/


 

 

V. EMS AGENCY REPORT:  (Richard Todd)    

 Ambulance Ordinance:  The Ordinance is moving forward. The EMS Agency has been 
very proactive in meeting with constituents regarding their concerns. The Ordinance 
will be going back to the Board of Supervisors on 2/26/13 for final approval. 

 EMT and EMT-P Revised Regulations:  Any questions regarding the revised 
regulations should be directed to Rich or Dr. Brazzel. Brian will make ensure that the 
link is disseminated to all levels so everyone will be aware of what changes take place 
on April 1st, 2013. 

 Website:  If you have suggested website modifications or training opportunities to 
share, please send Rich a quick email.  

 POLST Document:  Directions to complete the POLST form are linked to the State 
website under forms. To access the POLST form or directions to complete the form, 
“click here”. 

 Michele Williams:  Rich recognized Michele for her contributions to the development of 
the Mobile Intensive Care Nurse (MICN) program, noting that we will all reap the 
benefits of her hard work for many years to come.   
 

VI.   JPA REPORTS 

A. CAL TAHOE JPA: (Tony Gasporra) 

 Meeting:  Rich will be meeting with the JPA board tomorrow to discuss fines, PCS 
forms and inconsistencies with the accounting.  
 

 Cal Tahoe JPA Website:  The California Tahoe Emergency Services Operations 
Authority (CTESOA) website should be up and running next week. 
. 

 Press Release: The CTESOA JPA will be sending out a press release announcing the 
recent procurement of the Stryker Power-LOAD system and Zoll AutoPulse. These 
new additions will enhance patient care and provide a benefit to their firefighters and 
paramedics. 
 

 Fees for Internship and Accreditation:  CTESOA will be reviewing the benefits of 
increasing the internship and accreditation fees. 
 

 IPCR and Forte:  CTESOA is meeting with Forte Holdings to discuss establishing a 
contract.  
 

 Dispatch: The JPA will be meeting with Cal Fire in Camino regarding using their 
dispatch services.  It was also announced that the double billing issue with local 
dispatch has been resolved. 

B. WEST SLOPE JPA:  (Marty Hackett)  

 Patient Care Report Training:  Medicare and Medi-Cal have raised the bar on PCR 
documentation to satisfy their reimbursement requirements. Training will be scheduled 
in the near future that will focus on documenting accurate and specific detail on the 

http://www.edcgov.us/EMS/
http://www.edcgov.us/Government/EMS/EMS_Forms.aspx
http://www.co.el-dorado.ca.us/Government/EMS/Cal_Tahoe_JPA.aspx
http://www.edcjpa.org/


 

 

PCR’s.   
 

 IPCR Data Glitch: The ECC CAD push to our iPads is built with very little room for 
deviations. When the State recently changed email settings, it caused a glitch that 
produced some headings with the date 12/31/69. ECC and Forte have recognized 
how this affected us and other jurisdictions within the State. The State (Cal Fire) will 
alert jurisdictions to future changes so they can be prepared in advance. 
 

 Updating Systems Management Policy:  With the reduction of medic 26, the JPA is 
readjusting to manage the workload. 
 

 New Ambulance Ordinance:  The EMS Agency will begin regulating out of County IFT 
transports when the new ordinance is adopted. The JPA is watching to see the 
outcome, whether private companies will or won’t want to conform to requirements, 
and whether this will cause an increase or decrease to their current load. ALS IFT’s 
and CCT’s have never been exclusive and no prior requirement that they be 
regulated.  Now, all potential applicants will be required to be inspected, have medical 
protocols, medical direction, base station contact, etc., just like JPA.    
 

 IT:  The JPA is currently evaluating “hot spots,” and a blue tooth adaptor is being 
tested.  The hope is that the blue tooth from E-series defibrillator will transport to 
router, receive data and retransmit on 4G. The JPA is hoping to identify some cost 
savings and better transmission quality if it works as they anticipate. 
 

 Zoll (Rescue Net) contracts:  Rich asked about the Zoll RescuNet contract.  Marty 
indicated that they are still working with the service agencies to establish the 
contracts.   
 
 

VII.   COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A.  CQI REPORT: (Scott Smith)  

 IPCR, CQI components:  System glitches are being worked out. Marty will try to have 
an engineer at the next CQI meeting to provide step-by-step instructions.  
 

 Skill reviews:  The committee would like to leave the skills portion delegated to 
individual units and have the annual EMS training focus more on burn topics or more 
critical review. Brian suggested a skills verification sheet (see handout) with varying 
length of time between reviews.  The proposed form provides for live skill verification 
as well, so if you’re in a busy unit you won’t have to do additional skills verification on 
skills you are using often. 
 

 Marshall Medical Center (MMC): MMC would like a heads-up when a Medic Unit is 
inbound with a patient. This will provide staff ample time to prepare for the patient.   
 

 CPR:  Consider not transporting cardiac arrest cases. The focus should be on good 
ACLS/BLS on scene. Keep in mind that the care in the ER is the same as prehospital 
EMS in the field. Our protocol reflects 20 minutes of on scene ACLS before 
consideration of transport. Consider calling base for field pronouncement, even in PEA 
cases.  

 



 

 

B.  PAC REPORT: (Scott Smith)  

 Pulmodyne:  A presentation was delivered by a national sales manager for 
Pulmodyne. This is a disposable CPAP, currently being used by Georgetown, quite 
user friendly, and roughly same price range as one being used now in other units.  
Patients can be kept on same device once arriving at hospital. For more information, 
click here!  
 

 Protocol and Procedural changes:   
o Wide Complex Tachycardia: Eliminate adenosine from protocol and add the 

word “consider” before Amiodarone administration. Action: Approved with 
changes.  

o ACS protocol: Action: Approved with new format.  
o Fireline EMT Policy: Action: Approved as is.  

 

 Documentation Training:  This training is in development and may be incorporated into 
the accreditation process. 
 

 Airtraq:  Station 25 and South Lake Tahoe FD will be starting a trial study on March 1st 
to see if the Airtraq improves intubation success rate. 
 

 Scope of Practice changes coming April 1st:  Expect more on this as PAC evaluates.   
 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS:  

Medication Shortages:   

 Morphine sulfate: The 4mg shortage only affected the East Slope (Barton).  CTESOA 
has switched temporarily to 10mg through Barton. The medic units will carry only one 
concentration so there won’t be a mix of concentrations on board. On the West Slope, 
Robinson’s still has some supply. The shortage is expected to be relieved soon. 
 

 Atropine and Dextrose 50:  Currently not available until March, 2013.  
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Communication:  Michelle Williams reported that there seems to be a disconnect where 
medics aren’t getting information she requests to have emailed to them.  Rich said they 
could take it down to the line level, but that they had been trying to eliminate redundancy 
so important messages would not be repeated and ignored or deleted. Rich and Brian will 
work on a solution, possibly creating alerts and/or requiring response or reply. 
 

X. NEXT MEETING:  March 13th, 2013, from 1:00 to 3:00 at the El Dorado County 
EMS Agency Conference Room. 

http://www.pulmodyne.com/products/pre-hospital-and-emergency-medicine/o2-max/

