
AGENDA 
TRI-COUNTY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Friday, September 9, 2022 
10:00 A.M. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82895436966?pwd=QVZ4ZCt6U2RjbWl2d0t3T2VWdmdsUT09 

Meeting ID: 828 9543 6966 
Passcode: 797858 

For further information on any of the agenda items please contact the Amador County Planning 
Department at (209) 223-6380 or email planning@amadorgov.org. Off-agenda items must be 
approved by the Tri-County Technical Advisory Committee pursuant to Section 54956.5 of the 
Government Code.  

A. Call to Order
B. Approve Agenda
C. Correspondence
D. Minutes:  August 12, 2022
E. Public Matters: Informational items and persons wishing to address the Committee
regarding non-agenda items
F. Agenda Items:

ITEM 1: Continued discussion and possible action regarding a proposal to create 65 
parking spaces along the southern half of Loop Road; submitted by Kirkwood 
Mountain Resort. 

ITEM 2: Continued discussion and possible action regarding a proposal to add 32 parking 
spaces to the existing Loop Road parking lot; submitted by Kirkwood Mountain 
Resort.  

G. Adjournment until the next regularly scheduled meeting October 14, 2022.

Dial by phone: 669 444  9171 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82895436966?pwd=QVZ4ZCt6U2RjbWl2d0t3T2VWdmdsUT09
file://CAC-SVR-W11/Groups$/PLAN/.%20%20TC-TAC%20%20Tri-County%20Technical%20Advisory%20Committee/TC-TAC%202022/03-22/planning@amadorgov.org


SUMMARY MINUTES 
TRI-COUNTY TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Friday, August 12, 2022 
10:00 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

Meeting link:    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5375128983 
Call in phone number: +1 669 900 6833; Meeting ID: 537 512 8983 

A. Call to Order: 
The meeting was called to order by Chuck Beatty at 10:02 am. Members present 
were: 
Larry Shoemaker and Ethan Gray, Alpine County; and Chuck Beatty, Amador 
County. 

B. Approval of Agenda: 
On a motion by Ethan Gray and second by Chuck Beatty the agenda was 
approved as published. 

C. Correspondence: Any correspondence received prior to publication of the 
agenda has been included with the packet. The Committee received 
correspondence from Ryan Spreeman with R. O. Anderson concerning Item 3. 

D. Minutes:  April 8, 2022 
On a motion by Chuck Beatty and a second by Larry Shoemaker, the minutes 
from the April 8, 2022 meeting were approved.   

E. Public Matters not on the Agenda:  Beth McAllister asked about the progress of 
the Kirkwood Tree Ordinance revisions. Committee members noted that the 
ordinance revision was making its way through internal review processes. 
 

F. Agenda Items: 

ITEM 1: Discussion and possible action regarding a request to remove 37 dead, 
dying, diseased, or hazard trees submitted by Pyramid Peak Properties for multiple 
sites the Kirkwood valley. 
 
Chuck Beatty introduced the item and reviewed the materials included in the 
application.  Bryce Wehan with Pyramid Peak Properties added that the trees are 
associated with the Edelweiss, Snowcrest, Meadowstone, and East Meadows Home 
Owners Associations and that he had distributed the assessment report to each 
HOA. 
 
Larry Shoemaker shared that he conducted a site visit and the trees visible from the 
public rights-of-way appeared as described in the assessment report. 
 



Chuck Beatty noted that the revised tree ordinance would allow removal of the these 
trees without a Tri-TAC review as long as they were certified by a qualified forest 
professional as dead, dying, diseased, or hazardous. 
 
There were no further comments on Item 1. Upon a motion by Ethan Gray and 
second by Chuck Beatty, Item 1 was approved. 
 
 
ITEM 2: Discussion and possible action regarding a request to remove 19 dead, 
dying, diseased, or hazard trees submitted by KMPUD for multiple facilities.  
 
Chuck Beatty introduced the item and reviewed the materials included in the 
application.   
 
Brandi Benson with KMPUD shared that the trees were assessed and marked by an 
RPF and are scatted throughout the Kirkwood Valley including sites at the KMPUD 
offices and Power House. 
 
There were no further comments on Item 2. Upon a motion by Ethan Gray and 
second by Chuck Beatty, Item 2 was approved. 
 
ITEM 3: Discussion and possible action regarding a proposal to create 65 parking 
spaces along the southern half of Loop Road and additional improvements to the 
Loop road parking lots, submitted by Kirkwood Mountain Resort. 
 
Chuck Beatty introduced the item.  Greg Kiskinen, KMR Director of Base Area 
Operations, shared that the resort can run out of parking spaces on busy days and 
they are trying to mitigate that with additional parking areas. KMR commissioned a 
parking study in 2019 to identify places that parking could be expanded in the valley.  
The Loop Road projects were chosen due to their cost-benefit ratio and lesser 
environmental and traffic impacts compared to undeveloped sites. 
 
Erik Christeson, KMPUD General Manager, stated that the response from the 
applicant didn’t address the District’s concerns and they still have the same 
objections as noted in their letter to Tri-TAC. 
 
Chuck Beatty stated that his initial concern was the practicality of parking on Loop 
Road when the road sides have traditionally been used for snow storage, especially 
emergency access from the fire station to Kirkwood Meadows Drive. 
 
Greg Kiskinen noted that KMR has the same concerns and added that Loop Road 
wouldn’t be used for parking during heavy snow events, but could be used when the 
area is clear and snow isn’t in the immediate forecast. 
 



Ethan Gray expressed they shared the same drainage concerns as KMPUD, 
particularly related to the potentially abandoned storm drain, and noted that the 
added compacted surface would exacerbate any ongoing drainage problems. 
 
Rick Ansel, KMPUD Assistant General Manager, noted that the storm drains for the 
Loop Road parking lots as well as the abandoned drain were buried or filled in, and 
the consequence is that the runoff from the parking lots drains in the KVFD parking 
lot creates its own disaster for KMPUD facilities. He added that he’s would like more 
time to discuss proposed projects and walk the sites before having to review plans. 
 
Rob Anderson, with R. O. Anderson, noted that responsibility for maintaining the 
abandoned drain may have been overlooked but no one wants to see it continue to 
be non-functional.  
 
Greg Kiskinen added that intakes are is silted over and KMR is happy to dig them 
out so they’re functional.  KMR has the same goal of not creating additional runoff 
problems. 
 
Ryan Spreeman noted that the parking areas wouldn’t be paved to create additional 
runoff sheeting. 
 
Rob Anderson asked if conditions to expose the intakes of the clogged drain lines 
and service them would satisfy KMPUD’s concerns about runoff.  Rick Ansel agreed. 
 
Erik Christeson wanted to make it clear that the storm drainage was damaged, 
abandoned, and removed by prior resort ownership and that Vail had retained RCI to 
perform storm drainage improvements to rectify the situation, but those 
improvements have not been performed. 
 
Chuck Beatty asked for comments on the Upper Chair 7 lot. Erik Christenson noted 
that the District’s electric, water, and sewer lines need to be added to the plans. 
Chuck Beatty asked that the street right-of-way boundaries be added, as well. 
 
It was the consensus of the Committee to postpone action on Item 3 pending revised 
plans as requested and draft conditions that have been prepared to address 
KMPUD’s drainage concerns. 
 

 G. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 11:15. The next regularly scheduled 
meeting is September 9, 2022, at 10:00 am. 
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August 9, 2022 

 

Via Email 

 

Erik M. Christeson, P.E. 

General Manager 

Kirkwood Meadows Public Utility District 

33540 Loop Road 

Kirkwood, CA 95646 

 

Loop Road Parking Improvement Plans 

Response to KMPUD Comments 

 

Dear Erik, 

 

Thank you for your comments submitted to the Tri-County Technical Advisory Committee 

dated August 8, 2022 regarding the improvement plans for the Loop Road parking 

expansion.  Please accept this letter as our formal response to your concerns.  For your 

convenience we have listed your comments in the order they were presented and have 

provided a specific response to each. 

 

STORMWATER DRAINAGE 
 

1. Additional surface area would be created that would allow stormwater to sheet 

directly onto District property without mitigation. 

 

ROA Response: No impervious surfaces, asphalt or otherwise, are being added as part 

of this project; therefore, there will be no increase in the existing runoff volumes or 

flowrates discharging offsite. A conscious effort has been made in the grading plan to 

preserve the existing drainage patterns and to prevent additional runoff from 

discharging toward District facilities. 

 

2. The plans do not include any storm drainage improvements which will be necessary 

to rectify previous abandonment of the drainage system. 

 

ROA Response: No part of the existing drainage system is being abandoned as part of 

this project. No storm drainage improvements have been made because existing 

drainage patterns will not be affected and the proposed grading will utilize the existing 

drainage infrastructure. It has been specified on the plans that existing culverts that are 

completely buried will be cleared of debris to improve the performance of the existing 

storm drainage system.   

 

3. The existing storm drain system has not been operated nor maintained by Vail. 

- Vail previously retained RCI engineers to design the restoration to the drainage 

system that was abandoned by Kirkwood Mountain Resort. 
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- Any project approval should require: 

o The restoration of the existing drainage system. 

o Construction of the improvements design by RCI. 

- The pans call for cleaning the outlet of an existing storm drain. However, there is 

no plan to: 

o Confirm the inlet location and integrity of said storm drain. 

o The District has reason to believe that said storm drain is plugged and/or 

collapsed. 

 

ROA Response: Reasonable effort has been made on the plans to specify the 

maintenance of existing storm drain facilities within the project area that appear 

inoperable, by example of the aforementioned note to clear debris from the existing 

culverts. There is no evidence that allows RO Anderson to ascertain that existing catch 

basins within the Loop Road right-of-way are inoperable. If it was evident that a 

particular component of the storm drain system is inoperable, we would add a note to 

mitigate the performance of the inoperable component. The inlet of the large CMP 

culvert mentioned above was located and was discussed and viewed during our field 

visit on July 19th, and although it is almost completely silted, it did not appear crushed. 

RO Anderson did not specify the removal of sediment from the inlet of this culvert due 

to an uncertainty of the downstream areas that could be adversely affected when 

clearing a large culvert that has been completely silted in for such a long time period.   

 

ACCESS TO DISTRICT FACILITIES 
 

4. Parking perpendicular to the road may cause drivers to back into District property 

where the District has active heavy equipment, snow removal equipment, vehicles, 

and personnel regularly entering and existing District property. This will therefore 

create a hazardous situation for both District Staff and Vail guests. 

- All proposed parking directly across from District ingress/egress location should 

be eliminated. 

 

ROA Response: Perpendicular parking was shown on the plans to provide a maximum 

parking estimate. The “striping” on the plans is for planning purposes only and allows us 

to estimate the quantity of additional spaces. Because these parking stalls will not be 

striped, the method and manner of parking could be decided by Vail’s operations and 

could be discussed at anytime after the approval of these plans. The purpose of these 

plans to provide additional space for parking. The way the vehicles park is not decided 

by this design.   

 

5. Some of the proposed parking stalls are immediately adjacent to critical District 

facilities such as our propane vaporizers, electrical infrastructure, and water 

infrastructure that, if damaged by drivers, could result in catastrophic failures and 

injury, 
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- A buffer zone of at least 15 feet should be maintained on either side of said 

infrastructure or bollards should be installed to protect said infrastructure at Vail’s 

cost. 

 

ROA Response: As mentioned in the prior response, the parking locations in the plans 

are to provide a parking estimate. If the locations of the critical infrastructure is 

identified to ROA, we can update the parking estimate to remove these critical areas 

from the parking count. Additionally, with the identification of these critical areas, ROA 

can modify the plans to provide bollards in these areas for additional protection. It 

should be stated that bollards in icy conditions can create potential road hazards for 

drivers. Furthermore, bollards already seem to be in place around much of the KMPUD 

critical infrastructure.  

 

KIRKWOOD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 

6. The proposal to reduce the access roadway width and increase traffic flow with 

vehicles attempting to park in some areas will create emergency vehicle access 

issues on Loop Road and intersections on Kirkwood Meadows Drive. 

 

ROA Response: The improvement plans do not show a reduction in roadway width. The 

existing edges of pavement are not modified and an additional 5-feet of cleared 

access width is provided at the narrowest section of Loop Road within the project area. 

In addition to providing 20-feet of parking length for vehicles as required by the 

Kirkwood Specific plan, an additional 5-feet of cleared space is being provided for 

pedestrian access and miscellaneous use.   

 

- Vail was advised in 2020 of issues with Loop Road (attached). This plan would 

exacerbate the problems mentioned in this email. 

 

ROA Response: This comment is acknowledged. 

 

- The minimum width of the fire access lane for Loop Road shall be 26-feet clear 

between the parking of vehicles on the roadway. CFC 102.9/503/Appendix D. 

 

ROA Response: A minimum access width of 32-feet between parking spaces is 

provided.  

 

- The proposed access points to fire hydrants need to be revised to accommodate 

the width of fore apparatus and the ability to work around vehicle. These areas 

need to be a minimum of 26-feet wide and be able to accommodate the turning 

radius of the fire apparatus into the parking space. Where there is a parallel space 

the approach and departure shall be a minimum of 40-feet on each side of the fire 

hydrant. CFC102.9/503/Appendix D. 
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ROA Response: Based on the available survey data there is only 1 fire hydrant within the 

project area. There is an access width adjacent to this fire hydrant of 32-feet to the 

nearest parking space, which is greater than the 26-feet required by this code section. 

The existing driving width used to access this fire hydrant has not changing as part of 

this project. Since Loop Road is a loop, firetruck turnaround requirements in the CFC do 

not apply to this road.   

 

- If the plan is approved, District standard bollards should be provided, at Vail’s cost, 

around each fire hydrant on Loop Road with approved signage for No Parking Fire 

Access. CFC 102.9/503/Appendix. 

 

ROA Response: “No Parking Fire Access” signage is already provided on the existing fire 

hydrant. Although bollards are not currently in place, boulders have been placed 

around the hydrant for collision projection.  

 

- Per the RO Anderson engineer, Vail does not propose to pave the new parking 

stalls, nor the five-foot “pedestrian access path”. 

o It is unclear how snow will be removed from the walkway, especially when 

cars are parked during a snow event. This will force pedestrians into the 

road, which would be narrowed by this project. This will cause issues for 

emergency vehicle access and pedestrian safety.  

 

ROA Response: It must be reiterated that Loop road will NOT be narrowed by this 

project. Snow will be removed in the same manner that it is removed on the unpaved 

Timber Creek parking lots adjacent to Loop Road. 

 

During your review of these responses, should you have any questions or require any 

further clarifications, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

R.O. ANDERSON ENGINEERING, INC. 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Spreeman, P.E. 

Project Engineer 

 
 

Cc: Rick Ansel, Chief, KVFD 

od

Attachments: KMPUD Comments to the Tri-County Technical Advisory Committee
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