Help Protect
California
Landscapes
Invasive Weed to Watch for:

Tall Whitetop /

Perennial
Pepperweed

Tall Whitetop (Lepidium latifolium)

What is a Noxious Weed?

A noxious weed is a category of invasive
plant. Invasive plants are not native to the
area, and tend to be very aggressive by
outcompeting native plants for nutrients and
water. By crowding out native plants,
noxious weed infestations result in
decreased plant diversity and decreased
forage and habitat for native animals.
Noxious weeds degrade fish and wildlife
habitat, clog waterways, turn pastures into
wastelands, disrupt forest regeneration, and
overrun our forest and park areas. Although
usually brought in accidentally, sometimes
noxious weeds are introduced intentionally,
especially when homeowners are looking for

new and exotic landscaping specimens.

Did you know? Noxious weeds are the
second greatest threat to species
conservation—second only to land

development!
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Tall Whitetop flowers

Facts about Tall Whitetop

Tall Whitetop (Lepidium latifolium), also known as
Perennial Pepperweed, was accidentally
introduced as contaminant in seed. It is native to

southeastern Europe and western Asia.

This plant is a member of the mustard family,
Brassicaceae.

Tall Whitetop is a long-lived herbaceous perennial
that prefers seasonally wet areas or areas with a

high water table.

Populations of Tall Whitetop form dense stands
that are easily spread by root fragments and seed.

Tall Whitetop degrades nesting habitat for wildlife
and displaces desirable species in natural areas and
rangelands. It also lowers digestibility and protein

content of hay and inhibits grazing.

Tall Whitetop infestation.




What to Look For:

Stems: Up to 6 ft. tall, semi-woody, waxy and lacks hair
(glabrous); many stems can arise from each crown often
branched near top; branches arise from leaf axils.

Leaves: Alternate, oval to lance-shaped, mostly 3-12 in.
long, 1-3 in. wide, green to gray-green, lack hair and waxy;
edges (margins) smooth to toothed and can also be
curled; basal leaves are larger than the upper leaves.

Flowers: Small and white with 4 petals; arranged in dense
clusters at the tips of stems

Fruit: Seed pods are round, flattened, less than 0.1 in.
diameter, usually covered with hairs; each has 2 chambers,
each with | seed

Roots: Creeping root system. J-shaped root.
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Control Methods:

Mechanical:

¢ Mowing Tall Whitetop during the growing season
typically stimulates established plants to develop
new shoots.

¢  Fire is unlikely to be a successful stand-alone
treatment for mature plants. Mature, green Tall
Whitetop can be difficult to burn, and fire does not
adversely affect the viability of the buds on the root
system.

¢ Grazing typically suppresses Tall Whitetop but does
not reduce its spatial extent. Once grazing stops
(whether for that year or several consecutive years),
Tall Whitetop tends to quickly regrow. This is due
to the large amount of stored energy in the roots
and large number of buds capable of producing new
shoots.

Chemical:

¢  Apply metsulfuron or Chlorsulfron to actively
growing plants through early-bloom; imazapic from
full-bloom until plants become necrotic; glyphosate
at bud to flower can be effective if repeated for
several years.

Biological:
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Cultural:

¢ The best management approach to reduce the risk
of Tall Whitetop quickly occupying an area is to
promote a dense stand of vigorous deep-rooted
native perennial grasses. Tall, dense and vigorous
native perennial grasses with deep roots and a large
root biomass will extract and use most of the
resources (water, nutrients and sunlight). This
condition reduces the potential for both seed
germination and seedling establishment of Tall
Whitetop.

Invasive weeds displace native
plants and destroy healthy forests
and parks.

Please

Help protect our native forest and
park lands from weed invasion and
preserve wildlife habitat.

What You Can Do:

¢ Become familiar with local noxious
weeds

¢ Report any weed sightings

¢ Do not plant invasive plants in gardens
where they potentially could become a
problem.

¢ If traveling from weed infested area,
remove seeds and plant parts on
clothing, pets, car/bike tires, etc. before
returning to an un-infested area to
prevent weed spread.

To report suspected noxious invasive
weeds in your areqa, please contact:

El Dorado/Alpine County
Department of Agriculture,
Weights and Measures

311 Fair Lane, Placerville, CA
(530)621-5520
eldcag@edcgov.us




