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Background 
 
The El Dorado County Veterans Alliance (EDCVA), a 501.c (3) charitable organization [Fed 
ID# 39-2055656, CA ID# C2966953, CA Charity Reg. # CT0248073] is authorized by County 
of El Dorado Ordinance #4743 to conduct Memorial Day and Veterans Day ceremonies at and 
oversee improvements to the El Dorado County Veterans Monument (Veterans Monument) at 
360 Fair Lane, Placerville. 
 
EDCVA is a non-membership organization. In addition to its support of the County at the 
Veterans Monument, EDCVA raises funds and conducts programs to help El Dorado County 
veterans and their families. EDCVA is also known as Friends of the Veterans Monument, its 
original name. 
 

Activities 
 
Veterans Day and Memorial Day Ceremonies 
 

 
 
In 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, publicly attended Memorial Day and Veterans Day 
ceremonies were not conducted at the Veterans Monument. In their place, pre-recorded "virtual" 
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ceremonies were streamed on Facebook, other social media and websites, and broadcast on 
Comcast cable Channel 2 (Sierra Community Access Television).  
 
The decision to conduct virtual ceremonies in lieu of publicly attended ceremonies was made by 
the Veterans Alliance out of concern for the health of senior veterans. 
 
Despite the ceremonies being held virtually, an audience estimated at 17,000 was reached on 
Memorial Day and one estimated at 15,000 was reached on Veterans Day. Typically, 1,500 to 
2,000 people attend each ceremony. 
 

 
 
Regardless of the ceremonies being held virtually, they were conducted similarly to other 
ceremonies held at the Veterans Monument with military honors presented by veterans 
representing all branches of the U.S. Armed Services including - on Veterans Day - a veteran 
representing the newly formed U.S. Space Force.  
 
Additionally, veterans and their family members volunteered to refresh and replant flower beds 
and planters, power wash the monument grounds, review and invite speakers, arrange and 
conduct military ceremonies, and coordinate participation by veterans and community groups. 
 
On Memorial Day, announcement of $5,900 in Veterans Monument Scholarships from the El 
Dorado County Veterans Coalition occurred. Scholarship recipients included Oak Ridge High 
School’s Krystle Malixi ($2,000) and Alexander Dean ($1,400); El Dorado High School’s Alleah 
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Schlag ($1,000); and Ponderosa High School’s Drew Churning-Sibert, who received both a $800 
Veterans Monument Scholarship and the Sky Mote Scholar Athlete Veterans Scholarship ($700). 
 

 
 
The contributions and support of veterans families was the theme of Veterans Day ceremonies  
with a keynote address by Airman Shanon Stricker, accompanied by her husband, also a veteran, 
and the inclusion of family members in presentation of colors by each branch of the Armed 
Services. The memorial wreath was presented by Mitzi Stockel, widow of WWII Army combat 
medic John L. Stockel who was wounded in action during the battle of Luzon.  
 
Veteran of the Year, Leo Cooper, was honored for his selfless dedication to feeding veterans and 
the first Veterans Service and Support Award was presented to Tim Page for coordinating trips 
that transported some 400 veterans to medical offices, resource centers, court appearances and 
other appointments. 
 
Welcome Home Statuary 
Funding to install statuary portraying the veterans experience of returning home, as described in 
Attachment A, has been assigned to the El Dorado Community Foundation, which has offered to 
charge no fee or commission to raise $200,000 for the statuary. 
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Landscape Plan 
Execution of a landscaping improvements plan, conceived by the El Dorado County Master 
Gardeners, is in the able hands of the El Dorado County Facilities Department for gradual 
implementation. EDCVA volunteers refresh flower beds with seasonal annual flowers and do 
twice annual field days at the EDCVM. Significant improvement to ground cover at the 
monument has occurred because of maintenance changes instituted by the facilities department. 
 
No Vet Forgotten 
EDCVA’s No Vet Forgotten program continues to place memorial bricks in recognition of 
homeless and destitute veterans who died during the previous year. This program assures that a 
veteran’s service is not forgotten in El Dorado County. It is one of the few such programs in 
California.  
 
Salute to Valor 
A seventh Salute to Valor benefit golf tournament could not be held, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. Since the tournament was established, it has generated over $200,000 for local 
veterans causes. 
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EDC Veterans Monument TOT Account 

Income, Expenses and Balances 

 
Income Expense Balance 

Income 
   Carryover $18,213.70 

  EDCVA – 2020 TOT Allocation $10,000.00 
  TOTAL $28,213.70 
  Expenses 

   Insurance - Liability 
 

-$800.00 
 Maintenance - Winter flower refresh (urn) 

 
-$51.07 

 Memorial Day - Social Distancing sign 
 

-$167.92 
 Memorial Day - Facebook Advertising  -$100.00  

Memorial Day - Review Meeting  -$40.57  

Memorial Day - Flower Refresh 
 

-$76.88 
 Veterans Day - Trophies 

 
-$771.00 

 Veterans Day - Wreath 
 

-$250.00 
 Veterans Day - Flower Refresh  -$216.42  

Veterans Day – Repair Flag Pole 
 

-$13.50 
 Veterans Day - Facebook Advertising 

 
-$150.00 

 Veterans Day – Flower Refresh 
 

-$37.70 
 Veterans Day – Space Force Flags 

 
-$110.24 

 No Vet Forgotten Bricks  -$130.00  

TOTAL $28,213.70 -$2,915.30 $25,298.40 
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2021 EDC Veterans Monument Budget 
 
Memorial Day 
 Landscape Refresh .............................................................................................$500 
 Flags .....................................................................................................................$75 
 Fuel (warbird flyover) .....................................................................................$1,600 
 Printing ...............................................................................................................$750 
 Flowers (wreath and carnations) ........................................................................$250 
 Recognition ........................................................................................................$500 
 Music..................................................................................................................$250 
 Transportation ......................................................................................................$50 
 Water and Ice .......................................................................................................$25 
 Memorials ..........................................................................................................$500 
 No Vet Forgotten ...............................................................................................$250 
  
 SUBTOTAL ....................................................................................................$5,000 
 
Veterans Day 
 Landscape Refresh .............................................................................................$500 
 Flags .....................................................................................................................$75 
 Fuel (warbird flyover) .....................................................................................$1,600 
 Printing ...............................................................................................................$750 
 Flowers (wreath and carnations) ........................................................................$250 
 Recognition (Veteran of the Year) .....................................................................$500 
 Music..................................................................................................................$250 
 Transportation ......................................................................................................$50 
 Water and Ice .......................................................................................................$25 
 Memorials ..........................................................................................................$500 
 No Vet Forgotten ...............................................................................................$250 
  
 SUBTOTAL ....................................................................................................$5,000 
 
2021 TOT Allocation........................................................................................................$0 
 
Carryover .............................................................................................................$25,298.40 
 
2020 TOT Available Funds .................................................................................$25,298.40 
 
Capital Projects 
 Landscaping Improvements ............................................................................$5,000 
 Sound System Improvements .........................................................................$5,000 
 Welcome Home Statuary Production and Placement .................................$200,000 
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Submitted by: 
Gary Campbell, President 
Jack Babbitt, Vice President 
John Poimiroo, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
El Dorado County Veterans Alliance 
1448 Crocker Dr. 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 
info@eldoradocountyveterans.org 
(916) 801-1013 
  

mailto:info@eldoradocountyveterans.org
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Attachment A 

 
 

WELCOME HOME 
 
Welcome Home portrays a joyous return from duty for two El Dorado County members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces. It is the welcome that every service man or woman looks forward to 
receiving and should receive upon returning home from duty. 
 
Standing is a life-sized male figure dressed in early 2000s fatigues similar to those worn by the 
U.S. Army, Air Force and Coast Guard. Kneeling is a female figure dressed in fatigues similar to 
those worn by the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps. Rating and warfare patches are obscured 
intentionally, so that the figures can represent anyone. 
 
Running joyously toward them is a Labrador retriever, symbolic of the joy that family and 
friends have over the return of their service man or woman from duty. It also represents the 
welcome that some service members never got, but which through the statuary will never end. 
 
The bronze statuary was conceived by members of Friends of the Veterans Monument (a 501.c3 
charitable organization) and designed by famed sculptor of military themes and figures, Rip 
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Caswell. It is designed to be placed on the lawn to the left of the entrance walkway at the El 
Dorado County Veterans Monument in Placerville. This site is visited by many thousands each 
year.  
 
Memorial bricks, stones, benches and plaques at the EDC Veterans Monument identify veterans 
from the French and Indian Wars to present day. Several of these memorials recognize 
extraordinary valor in the defense of liberty. However, “Welcome Home” will be the first 
personification of the veteran experience at the EDC Veterans Monument. 
 
It is estimated that it will cost $200,000 to cast and place the statues. A multi-year fund-raising 
effort is planned by Friends of the Veterans Monument. 
 
For more information about “Welcome Home” and how you can help fund its creation, visit 
eldoradocountyveterans.org. 
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