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ORDINANCE No. 3017 

ORDINANCE REGULATING RAFTING ON 
STREAMS AND RIVERS WITHIN EL DORADO COUNTY 

THE B.OARD Q_F SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF EL DORADO 

DOE·s ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

. ' 

Section 1. Chapter 11, Part 8, Sections 9100 et seq. are 
hereby added to the El Dorado County Ordinance Code to read as 
follows: 

"Section 9100. Title. 
This ordinance shall be referred to as the Streams and Rivers 

Rafting Ordinance. 

Section 9101. Purpo~e. 
The Board of Supervisors of El Dorado County recognize that 

recreational use of the county's streams and rivers includes the: use 
of streams and rivers by rafts, kayaks and other floating devices. 
The Board has further found that increased use of such waterways by 
persons on rafts, kayaks and other floating devices is posing a 
serious threat to the health, safety and welfare of such persons as 
we ll as to property owners adjoining the waterways and the riparian 
environment. Lack of sufficient parking facilities, sanitation 
facilities, public ingress and egress areas and related facilities 
capable of handling the large numbers of river users has resulted in 
traffic congestion, parking violations, trespass, pollution of the 
environment and substantial increase in need for law enforcement and 
search and rescue assistance. This ordinance is therefore proposed 
to regulate recreational travel on the streams and rivers to the 
extent necessary to ensure the safety of the users and the health 
and welfare of the community. 

Section 9102. Applicability. 
This ordinance shall apply to: 
(a) any person or business entity which, for commercial 

purposes, leases, rents, loans or supplies for consideration, any 
floating device, including but not limited to, rafts and kayaks for 
use on the streams and rivers of El Dorado County named pursuant to 
subdivision (c) of this section, or any person or business entity 
which, for consideration, guides, leads or accompanies any person 
using any such floating device on such named streams and rivers; 

(b) any person or business entity which owns, leases or 
otherwise has the use of real property adjoining the streams and 
rivers of this county named pursuant to subdivision (c) of this 
section and "tvho or which allow such property to be used for ingress 
and egress into and from such rivers, or for other day or camping 
use, on a regular basis. 
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(c) the South Fork of the American River located within 
El Dorado County and other such streams and rivers in El Dorado 
County as may later be added by board resolution. 

Section 9103. Permit Requirement For River Use. 
No person or business entity described in Section 9102 (a) 

shall carry out the activities described therein without first 
obtaining a commercial river use permit. 

Section 9103.1. Issuance of Permit for River Use. 
Commercial river use permits shall be issued by the El Dorado 

County Board of Supervisors. The procedure for permits is as 
follows: 

1. The applicant shall submit to the El Dorado County Planning 
Department an application for a commercial river use permit accom­
panied by a river use plan. 

2. Upon receipt of such application and plan, the Planning 
Department shall review same to determine whether such application 
and plan meet the standards for approval as adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors. The Planning Department shall, within sixty (60) days 
of receipt of such application and plan, submit a report to the 
Board of Supervisors regarding compliance with those standards. 

3~ Upon receipt of the report from the Planning Department, 
the matter shall be placed on the agenda of the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Board of Supervisors. If the Board finds 
that the application and plan do meet the standards for approval, 
then the permit shall be granted subject to the provisions of 
Section 9106. If the Board finds that such standards have not been 
met, then the application shall be denied. The Board of Supervisors 
may place reasonable conditions on the issuance of the permit when 
necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare. Permits 
shall be issued under this section on an annual basis from March 1 
through February 28th of each successive year. 

Section 9103.2. River Use Plans for River Use. 
A commercial river use permit plan shall include but need not 

be limited to the following information in a written application, 
site plan, and supporting documents as may be required by the 
Planning Department: 

1. Names, address and place of business of applicant; 
. 2. If place of business is located outside of El Dorado 

County, name of local agent within county who will be available in 
event of emergencies or other problems; 

3. Description of activities to be permitted under the permit; 
4. Plans for ingress and egress into and out of the river and 

location of any reststops or other planned non-emergency stops upon 
riparian land. All such planned stops or use must be on property 
for which the landowner has secured a special use permit under 
Section 9104 or property not subject to this ordinance; 

5. A plan for parking facilities and transportation from the 
point of egress to the point of ingress for users covered by the 
permit. Said plan shall include at least two (2) spaces per 

flotation device of less than five (5) persons capacity and at 
least three (3) spaces per flotation device of five (5) or more 
capacity, unless an alternative has been approved by the Planning 
Department. 
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6. A plan for sanitation facilities of adequa.te capacity 
for users and the mat;ho:d of proposed waste of disposal as 
acceptable by the Director of Environmental Health. 

7. A plan to supply water which shall meet the quantity, 
and quality requirements of the Division of Environmental 
Health; 

8. Safety measures for users as set forth in Section 
9108; 

9. Proof of authorization for any proposed use of 
private or public property if not owned by applicant; 

10. Proof of adequate liability insurance covering any 
activities of the permittee, · or the permittee's employees or 
agents relating to river use or activities incidental to 
river use and naming the County and riparian land owners as 
co-insured; 

11. Estimated number of floating devices (by type), 
number of persons and number of trips estimated per permit 
period; 

12. All owners or companies must identify their vessel(s) 
by unique and distinct number and/or letter markings which 
shall be visible from either shore of the stream or river. 

Section 9104. Permit Requirement for Property Owners 
No person or business entity described in Section 9102(b) 

shall carry out activities described therein without first 
obtaining a special use permit from the El Dorado County 
Planning Department. 

Section 9105. Permit Fee and Insurance. 
The Board of Supervisors may charge a fee for the river 

user permits required by this ordinance. The fee shall be 
established by resolution of the Board of Supervisors, and 
shall be in an amount equal to the cost of enforcing and 
administering the provisions of this ordinance and as further 
authorized by law. Said resolution shall also establish the 
minimum limits and required liability insurance. 

Section 9106. Limitation on Issuance of Permits. 
· Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 9103.1 

and 9104 the Board of Supervisors may, by resolution, reasonably 
limit the number of permits necessary to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the community, as well as the riparian 
envi ronment of the river. 

Section 9107. Revocation of Permit. 
Any river use permit granted under Section 9103 for a 

river use permit or the Planning Commission for a special 
use permit granted under Section 9104 of this ordinance may 
be revoked or amended if the Board of Supervisors finds 
following due notice and public hearing that there has been 
a violation of provisions of this ordinance or any conditions 
of the permit. 
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Section 9108. Safety Equipment and Standards. 
(a) Each raft, kayak or any other floating device used 

to traverse the county's streams and rivers shall contain 
one life jacket or similar device (which has been approved 
by the U.S. Coast Guard) for each person therein. The 
number of persons using each device shall not exceed the 
capacity for which the device was designed. 

(b) The County of El Dorado may promulgate, by resolution, 
such further standards as may be necessary to protect the 
public welfare and riparian environment. Notice of such 
rules and regulations shall be made available to each user. 

Section 9109. Littering; Trespass. 
All persons, groups or business entities who use the 

streams and rivers of El Dorado County for recreational or 
commercial purposes shall be subject to state law regarding 
littering and trespass. 

Section 9110. Violations. 
Violations of any provisions of this ordinance shall be 

a misdemeanor and punishable by a fine not to exceed one 
hundred dollars ($100) per violation. 

Section 9111. Time to Apply. 
Applications for river use and land use permits shall 

be accepted up to and including December 31st of any given 
year for use in the following year. 

Section 9112. Severability .. 
If any section, part, clause or phrase hereof is for 

any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the 
remaining sections shall not be affected but will remain in 
full force and effect." 

Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect and shall be in 
force thirty (30) days after the date of its adoption, and 
shall be operative for permits to be required for use on 
streams and rivers defined in section 9102(c) in El Dorado 
County on and after March 1, 1981. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado at a regular meeting of 

said Board , held on the. __ l_9_t_h __ day of _ _ A_u-=g'-u_s_t _ __ , 19_?Q_ ___ , by the following vote of said Board : 

ATTEST: 

Ayes : Supervisors N. ARLIENE TODD, 
WILLIAM V.D. JOHNSON, W.P.WALKER, 
JOSEPH V. FLYNN, THOMAS L. STEWART 

Noes None 
~~ 

Ab•••••None~~~~ 
Chairman . Board of Supervisors 
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ORDINANCE 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF EL DORADO 

DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Section 12.64.010 of Chapter 12.64 of Title 12 
of the ElDorado County Ordinance Code is amended to read as 
follows: 

"12.64.010 Principal uses. Without excluding other lawful 
uses or attempting to enumerate all the public waters in the 
county, the board of supervisors recognizes the principal uses of 
certain public waters in the county as follows: 

A. Bass Lake: fishing, swimming; 
B. Finnon Reservoir: fishing, swimming; 
c. Walton Lake: Domestic water supply, fishing; 
D. Lake Edson: irrigation, fishing; 
E. Gerle Reservoir: irrigation, · fishing, swimming; 
F. Junction Reservoir: power, fishing, swimming; 
G. South Fork American River: Chili Bar Dam to the con­

fluence with the Folsom Lake State Recreation-Area:--Power, 
fishing,~mming, irrig~n, non-power boating. 

Section 2. Section 12.64.040 of Chapter 12.64 of Title 12 
of the El Dorado County Ordinance Code is amended to read as 
follows: 

" 12.64.040 Motorboating prohibited. Because of the danger 
to · swimmers and fishermen and the narrow confines of the water's 
edge, it is unlawful for any person to operate a motorboat on any 

. portion of the follo~ing waters: · 
A. Bass Lake; 
B. Finnon Lake; 
c. Walton Lake; 
D. Junction Reservoir; 
E. Gerle Reservoi:r- ;-
F. South Fork American River; Chili. Bg_r Dam to the 

confluence with the Folsom Lake State,· Recreation Area ·. -.. _--
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Section 3. Chapter 12 . 72 is hereby added to Title 12 of the 
El Dorado County Ordinance Code to read as follows: 

II CHAPTER 12.72 

SPECIFIC USE REGULATIONS FOR THE 

SOUTH FORK OF THE AMERICAN RIVER 

12.72 . 010 Purpose The purpose of this chapter is to protect 
the public's health, safety and welfare by designating the South 
Fork of the American River as a special use area and requiring 
the registration of persons, who, for non-commercial purposes, 
float or otherwise traverse all or any portion of the South Fork 
of the American River from Chili Bar Dam to the confluence of the 
Folsom Lake State Recreation Area. The registration requirement 
is necessary to ensure that persons who float the South Fork of 
the American River are aware of the locations of private lands, 
public use areas, approved human sanitation methods, including the 
locations of public toilets, approved solid waste disposal 
methods and locations, emergency procedures and other necessary 
safety rules. This chapter is therefore proposed to regulate 
recreational travel on the South Fork of the American River to 
ensure the safety of the users and the health and welfare of the 
community. 

12.72.020 Registration of non-commercial persons required. 
At least one person in or on each boat, raft, kayak, vessel or 
any other type of craft who floats, traverses or travels upon the 
South Fork of the American River for non-commercial purposes must 
register with the County on an annual basis. Registration shall 
be accomplished by signing and dating a tag provided by the 
County. By signing the tag, the person certifies that they have 
read the information and rules on the tag and that they agree to 
abide by the rules set forth. This tag must be displayed in a 
visible location while floating or traversing on the South Fork 
of the American River. The tag must be surrendered to any peace 
officer upon demand. 

12.72.030 Sanitation and pollution control. Each boat, 
vessel, raft, kayak or other craft, which by design or capacity, 
is capable of carrying 2 or more persons for non-commercial 
purposes, must carry a container of durable construction that is 
used for trash and litter disposal while traversing or floating 
on or in the South Fork American River. 

Each person or group of persons who camp on any public or 
private lands adjacent to the South Fork American River must have 
access to and availability of an approved privy, toil~t, porta­
potty or other human waste disposal method. The approving agency 
for any human waste disposal methods shall be the El Dorado 
County Health Department, Division of Environmental Health. 
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12.72.040 Authority. This chapter is adopted under the 
authority of the Harbors and Navigation Code section 660 for 
special use areas and for pollution and sani~ation control. 

12.72.050 Penalty for violation. Any person who violates 
any provisions of this chapter is guilty of an infraction and 
shall be punished by a fine not to exceed the amounts set forth 
in Government Code Section 36900(b). 

Section 4. The urgency that requires this ordinance to take 
effect in two weeks is as follows: The summer mont hs are a high 
use period for rafters and other individuals who float or 
traverse the South Fork of the American River. This ordinance is 
necessary to mitigate potential environmental impacts on the 
river from the individuals regulated under the ordinance and for 
the health and safety of all individuals who use or enjoy the 
river. The reason this ordinance shall take effect in two weeks, 
rather than immediately, is that the tags required under the 
ordinance will not be available for two weeks. 

4 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado at a regular 

meeting of said Board , held on the lOth day of July , 19~. 

by the following vote of said Board : 

ATTEST 

BILLIE MITCHELL, County Clerk and ex-olficio 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

By~f!u~ 
Deputy Cl 

Ayes : Supervisors Dorr, Lowe, vJalker, 
Flynn, Ste\vart 

Noes : None 

Absent:~}z;._;__. ff,_£~ 
Chairman, Board of Supervisors 

DATE COPIES SENT TO 

1; h·J</ _..flfcL't:~.hOia1-.tl~~e< c 

¢ trJ<J"£L:Ltl.t ).-:7 0 
1 ~.?0~'1/ 
~O-<A.-<-J:9(1'~~ 
/;/uL. ~/.C2-L--u._/-
/-. . I 
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ORDINANCE No. 4594 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF ELDORADO DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, on November 20,2001, the County approved an updated River Management 
Plan for whitewater recreation in the South Fork American River corridor between Chili Bar and 
Salmon Falls; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 5.48 of the County Ordinance Code regulates commercial boating in 
the same project area, and needs to be updated to maintain consistency with the new River 
Management Plan; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado does hereby 
ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 5.48 of the County Ordinance Code, entitled "Stream and River 
Rafting," as it has been amended from time to time, is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

SECTION 2. A new Chapter 5.48, entitled "Streams and Rivers Commercial Boating," is 
hereby enacted as set forth in the attached Exhibit "A." 

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall take effect and become effective thirty (30) days from 
and after its final adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of ElDorado at a regular meeting of said Board, 
held on the 15tkiay of ____Jj3nuary , 2002, by the following vote of said Board: 

ATTEST 
DIXIE L. FOOTE 
Cle~k of the Board of Superv1t~sors 

By~i:ld.J 
De ty Clerk 

I CERTIFY THAT: 

Ayes:Supervisors: Rusty Dupray, Helen K. 
Baumann, Carl Borelli, Penny Humphreys, 
David A. Solaro 

Noes: 
Abse 

THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT IS A CORRECT COPY OF THE ORIGINAL ON FILE IN THIS OFFICE 

Date ______ _ 
ATTEST: DIXIE L. FOOTE, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
of the County of El Dorado, State of California. 

By _______ _ 
Deputy Clerk El Dorado County River Management Plan 77 2018



ORDINANCE NO. 4594 

Sections: 

5.48.010 
5.48.020 
5.48.030 
5.48.040 
5.48.050 
5.48.060 
5.48.070 
5.48.080 
5.48.090 
5.48.100 
5.48.110 
5.48.120 
5.48.130 
5.48.140 

EXHIBIT "A" 

Chapter 5.48 

STREAMS AND RIVERS COMMERCIAL BOATING 

Title 
Purpose 
Definitions 
Permit Required 
Permit Issuance Procedure 
Permit Term~ Annual Review~ Fees 
River Use Plan Contents 
Limitation on Permitted Allocations 
No Vested Right 
Revocation, Denial, or Non-Renewal of Permit 
Permit Transfer, Consolidation, or Inactivation 
Safety Equipment and Standards 
Littering and Trespass 
Penalty for Violation 

5.48.010 Title. This chapter shall be referred to as the Streams and Rivers Commercial 
Boating Ordinance. 

5.48.020 Purpose. The Board of Supervisors recognizes that recreational use of the county's 
streams and rivers includes the use of streams and rivers by rafts, kayaks, and other floating devices. 
The board has further found it necessary to manage whitewater recreation, through the County's 
River Management Plan, to protect the riparian environment and the safety, health, and welfare of 
river users and riparian landowners. Consistent with the policies and purposes of the 2001 El 
Dorado County River Management Plan, as it may be amended from time to time, this chapter 
regulates commercial boating on County rivers and streams. 

5.48.030 Definitions. 
A. "Boat rental" means the lease, rental, loan, or bailment for consideration of any 

floating device for use on any stream or river named in section 5.48.040. 
B. "Commercial outfitter" means any operation that meets any of the criteria specified 

in Subelement 6.1 of the 2001 El Dorado County River Management Plan, as it may be amended 
from time to time. 

C. "Commercial river use" means any operation of a boat rental or commercial outfitter. 
D. "Commercial river use permit" means a discretionary permit issued pursuant to this 

chapter that entitles the permittee to engage in commercial river use. 
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E. "County parks" means the airports, parks and grounds division of the department of 
general services. 

F. "Floating device" means any raft, kayak, canoe, canoe, inner tube, kickboard, water 
wheel, or similar object, or any "vessel" as defined by section 21 of the California Harbors and 
Navigations Code, as it may be amended from time to time. "Floating device" expressly excludes 
U.S. Coast Guard approved personal flotation devices, types 1 through 5. 

5.48.040 Permit Required. No person or entity shall engage in commercial river use on the 
reaches of the South Fork of the American River between Chili Bar and Salmon Falls, except as 
authorized by a valid commercial river use permit in good standing. 

5.48.050 Permit Issuance Procedure. Commercial river use permits shall be issued by the 
planning commission. The procedure for permits is as follows: 

A. The applicant shall submit an application for a commercial river use permit, 
accompanied by a river use plan, and appropriate fee, to county parks on or before an annual deadline 
set by county parks. 

B. Within sixty days of the deadline for receipt of the application and river use plan, 
county parks shall review them for compliance with the standards of this chapter and of the River 
Management Plan and submit a written report of its conclusions and recommendations to the 
planning commission. If county parks concludes that an applicant's river use plan is not complete 
or does not meet the standards of section 5 .48.070, it shall recommend that the application be denied. 

C. Upon receipt of the report from county parks, the matter shall be placed on the agenda 
of the next available meeting of the planning commission. The planning commission shall approve 
the permit upon a finding that the application and plan meet all standards of this chapter and of the 
River Management Plan; it shall deny the permit upon a finding that the application and plan do not 
meet one or more standards, identified in the finding, of this chapter or of the River Management 
Plan. 

D. Following the decision of the planning commission, either the applicant or any other 
person who is adversely affected by the decision may file an appeal to the board of supervisors in 
accordance with Chapter 2.09 of this code. The appeal must be filed within ten (10) days after the 
action of the planning commission on a form furnished by the clerk to the boar of supervisors. The 
appeal must be accompanied by a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) for every permit or application 
included in the appeal. 

E. The board of supervisors shall review each appealed decision de novo, and shall 
sustain or reverse the decision, or remand it to the planning commission for further consideration. 
The action of the board of supervisors shall be final and shall be rendered within seven days of the 
conclusion of its hearing. 

5.48.060 Permit Term; Annual Review; Fees. 
A. Commercial river use permits shall be issued for a three-year term, with mandatory 

annual review by county parks. The permit term shall run from the earlier of April 1 or the date of 
1ssuance. 

B. Notwithstanding subdivision A., the following permits shall have one-year terms: 
1. A permit issued for a commercial river use that has been operating for less 

than one year. 
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2. A permit issued to an operator who does not currently hold a permit. 
C. In its annual review, county parks shall review any violations or complaints regarding 

the permittee and require the permittee to provide the following: a statement of any changes in its 
river use plan, current certificates of insurance, a newly executed letter agreeing to observe all 
standards enacted or enforced by the director of environmental health regarding food storage, 
handling, and preparation, solid waste, sewage and sewage disposal, and water supply. 

D. Fees for the issuance and annual review of commercial river use permits shall be 
established by resolution of the board of supervisors. The issuance fee shall be an amount equal to 
the estimated cost of enforcing and administering the provisions of this chapter, including the 
processing of the application. The annual review fee shall not exceed the costs of conducting the 
annual review. 

5.48.070 River Use Plan Contents. The river use plan required by section 5.48.050 shall 
include, but need not be limited to, the following information: 

A. Applicant's name, mailing address, and location of place of business. 
B. If the place of business is not located in El Dorado County, the name, address, 

telephone number, and other relevant contact information of a local agent within the county who will 
be available in the event of emergencies or other problems. 

C. Full description of all activities proposed to be conducted under the commercial river 
use permit being sought. 

D. Full descriptions, including location, of all planned ingress and egress from the water, 
as well as all rest stops, lunch stops, or other planned non-emergency stops on adjoining lands. All 
lands so specified must be property for which the private landowner has secured a special use permit 
that allows the planned use, or property owned by a state or federal agency. 

E. Full description, including location, of the parking facilities for the permittee's 
commercial vehicles, employees, clients, and guests. Parking facilities must provide parking 
allocated to the permittee's exclusive use that meets the standards of chapter 17.18 of this code. All 
lands specified for parking facilities must be property for which the private landowner has secured 
a special use permit that allows the planned use, or property owned by a state or federal agency. 

F. Written proof that the applicant has obtained the landowners' or managing public 
agencies' permission for the activities planned on all lands specified in response to subparagraphs 
D and E, if the applicant is not the landowner. 

G. Written confirmation that the permittee will provide shuttle transportation services 
to and from all points of ingress and egress. Vehicles used by permittee to transport clients, 
employees, or equipment shall meet at current California Vehicle Code requirements. 

H. Written confirmation of compliance with county Environmental Health Permit 
requirements and all food storage, handling and preparation, solid waste, sewage and sewage 
disposal, and water supply standards enacted or enforced by the director of environmental health. 
This requirement may be satisfied by a letter and Environmental Health Permit application, signed 
by the applicant, agreeing to observe all such standards. 

I. Full description of planned safety measures for river users that meet that standards 
of section 5.48.120. 

J. Written proof of bodily injury and liability insurance covering all activities of the 
permittee and the permittee's employees or agents relating to or incidental to river use pursuant to 
the permit sought. Liability insurance must meet scope and amount standards set by resolution of 
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the board of supervisors, and must name the county, its officers and employees, and riparian 
landowners as additional insureds. 

K. Full description of a name or logo identification, to be utilized on all flotation devices, 
that meets the criteria of Subelement 6.2.5 of the River Management Plan, as it may be amended 
from time to time. 

5.48.080 Limitation on Allocations. Notwithstanding section 5.48.050, no river use permit 
will be issued if its issUtance would cause the total weekend or weekday commercial use allocation 
to exceed the allocations authorized by permits in effect on November 20, 2001, unless a permit is 
sought for the provision of a truly new and unique commercial river use, as determined by the 
planning commission or the board of supervisors on appeal. The purpose of this limitation is to 
protect the health, safety and welfare of river users and riparian landowners, as well as the riparian 
environment. 

5.48.090 No Vested Right. The granting of a commercial river use permit does not vest any 
right or entitlement to an extension or renewal beyond the permit period. 

5.48.100 Revocation, Denial, or Non-Renewal of Permit. 
A. A commercial river use permit may be revoked by the county hearing officer, or the 

board of supervisors on appeal, and may be reapplied for in the following year, pursuant to the 
standards and procedures of the River Management Plan as it may be amended from time to time. 

B. If a commercial river use permit has been revoked and not issued on reapplication, 
denied, or no timely application for its renewal has been submitted, the weekday and weekend use 
allocations associated with that permit shall revert to the county. After first soliciting a 
recommendation from the river management advisory committee, the board of supervisors may 
dissolve those allocations or assign them to one or more existing commercial outfitters or new 
commercial outfitters who apply for all or a portion of the allocations. 

5.48.110 Permit Transfer, Consolidation, or Inactivation. Commercial river use permits 
may not be transferred or consolidated in whole or part, or inactivated, except as provided in 
Subelement 6.2.1.4 of tlhe River Management Plan, as it may be amended from time to time. 

5.48.120. Safety Equipment and Standards. 
A. Each floating device used to traverse a stream or river shall carry one U.S. Coast 

Guard approved personal flotation device per person using the floating device. 
B. The number of persons using a floating device shall not exceed the floating device's 

design capacity, except in an emergency or rescue situation. 
C. All commercial outfitters shall observe the safety, training, and equipment standards 

of Subelements 6.2.7 and 6.2.8 of the River Management Plan, as they may be amended from time 
to time. 

5.48.130 Littering and Trespass. All persons, groups or business entities who use the 
streams and rivers of the county for recreational or commercial purposes shall be subject to state law 
regarding littering and trespass. 
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5.48.140 Penalty for Violation. 
A. Violation by commercial river use permittees of certain standards and representations 

specified in section 5.48.070 shall be penalized as follows: 
1. Violations of subdivisions A., B., D., E., F., G., or K. shall be punishable as 

specified in Subelement 6.2.10.3 of the River Management Plan, as it may be amended from time 
to time. 

2. Violations of subdivision H. shall be punishable by penalties imposed or 
enforced by the environmental health department. 

3. Violations of subdivisions C. or J. shall be punishable as specified in 
Subelement 6.2.10.4 of the River Management Plan, as it may be amended from time to time. 

4. Violation of subdivision I. shall be a misdemeanor punishable pursuant to 
subdivision B. of this section. 

B. Except as otherwise specified in subdivision A., violations of any provision of this 
chapter shall be a misdemeanor and punishable by imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed six 
months, by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars, or both. 
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ORDINANCE No. 4528 

(UNCODIFIED} 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF EL DORADO DOES 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

WHEREAS, on March 28, 1995, the Board of Supervisors approved 
the concept of an update to the County's River Management Plan and 
an accompanying Environmental Impact Report, with the effort to be 
confined to evaluation of whitewater recreational activities on the 
South Fork of the American River; and 

WHEREAS, in 1995 it was expected, and the Board took actions 
that anticipated, that this Environmental Impact Report could be 
certified in conjunction with the River Management Plan Update 
within three years; and 

WHEREAS, that expectation was not met, and it is now apparent 
that this work will not be completed before the onset of the 1999 
commercial boating season; and 

WHEREAS, it is the Board of Supervisors' desire and intent: 
that the existing status quo of commercial river use operations be 
maintained while this work is completed, and also that new 
regulations and environmental mitigation measures developed through 
that work be implemented promptly upon its completion; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of El 
Dorado does hereby ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that 
its intentions since 1995 in taking actions on this subject have 
consistently been: 

a. To prepare and complete a River Management Plan 
Update and accompanying environmental review as expeditiously 
as possible, consistent with the.objectives of sound policy 
making and full public involvement. 
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4528 

b. To allow commercial rafting activities to continue 
while the River Management Plan Update and Environmental 
Impact Report were prepared and completed. 

c. To avoid granting approvals of commercial river use 
permits that would frustrate or delay the implementation of 
the River Management Plan Update and Environmental Impact 
Report. 

SECTION 2. To effectuate and avoid the frustration of its 
expressed intent, the Board of Supervisors hereby ordains that all 
commercial river use permits issued pursuant to Chapter 5.48 of the 
El Dorado County Ordinance Code, and valid and in effect as of 
March 15, 1999, shall remain in effect until sixty (60) days 
following the adoption of a River Management Plan Update and 
certification of a final Environmental Impact Report thereon or 
three years from the effective date of this ordinance, whichever is 
first. Nothing in this ordinance shall affect the requirement of 
annual permit review found in Ordinance Code section 5.48.050C. 
Nothing in this ordinance shall affect any County ordinance, 
regulation, or policy regarding the suspension, amendment, or 
revocation of commercial river use permits. 

SECTION 3. The Board of Supervisors of the County of El 
Dorado hereby finds and declares that preservation of the public 
peace, health, and safety requires that this ordinance take effect 
immediately as an urgency ordinance pursuant to California 
Government Code section 25123{d) and Elections Code section 
9141{a) (4), based upon the following facts: 

A. The County's River Management Plan, implementing 
ordinances, and commercial river use permits issued thereunder 
promote the public peace, health, and safety, in part by regulating 
the operations of commercial river boating purveyors in the County. 

B. If this ordinance takes effect in thirty (30) days, 
rather than imme~diately, many currently valid commercial river use 
permits will lapse, thereby drastically reducing the number of 
authorized commercial river use permit holders in the County. 

C. The federal Bureau of Land Management and the State Parks 
Division are issuing or have issued permits for related land-based 
activities and river access without regard to the possible lapsing 
of the County's commercial river use permits, thereby creating a 
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potential clas~3 of commercial river boating purveyors who hold all 
necessary permits except commercial river use permits. 

D. Without adequate numbers of commercial river use permits, 
commercial river boating purveyors will be unable to conduct 
training activities for their rafting guides at the outset of the 
rafting season,. as is customary. 

E. In the face of strong public demand for river boating 
opportunities in the County, the existence of a shortage of 
authorized commercial river use permit holders and trained guides 
and of a class of river boating purveyors who lack only commercial 
river use permits would undermine the pro mot ion of the public 
peace, health, and safety by the River Management Plan and 
implementing ordinances, by creating incentives for: 

1. Unauthorized, unregulated, unlawful and unsafe 
commercial river boating activity; 

2. Commercial and private river boating activity 
supervised by untrained guides; and 

3. Excessive and unsafe private river boating activity. 

These activities will overburden County law enforcement and public 
safety personnel and divert resources from other public health and 
safety needs. 

F. Unless the foregoing ordinance takes effect immediately, 
the annual river boating season will begin before action can be 
taken to reissue the invalidated permits, thereby causing the 
foregoing adverse effects on the public peace, health, and safety. 

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take effect and become 
effective immediately. 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of El Dorado at a regular meeting of said Board, held on the 16TH day of MARCH , 19 99, 
by the following vote of said Board: SUPERVISORS: WILLIAM S. BRADLEY, RAYMOND J. 

Ayes:NUTTING, PENNY HUMPHREYS, DAVID A. SOLARO 

ATTEST 
DIXIE L. FOOTE Noes:SUPERVISOR: J. MARK NIELSEN Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

B~n~~zkttiJ '?lz~~ 
Dep' y Clerk (I 

NONE 

,'(_,J::JA-. 

I CERTIFY THAT: 
THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT IS A CORRECT COPY OF THE ORIGINAL ON FILE IN THIS OFFICE 

Date 
ATTEST: DIXIE L. FOOTE, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

of the County of El Dorado, State of California. 

By 
Deputy Clerk 
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Chapter 5.50 
SPECIFIC USE REGULATIONS FOR THE SOUTH FORK, 
OF THE AMERICAN RIVER 
5.50.010 Purpose and Authority. 

A. The purpose of this chapter is to protect the public's health; safety, and welfare, to
protect environmental resources, and to implement certain policies of the 2001 El
Dorado County River Management Plan (River Management Plan), by designating a
portion of the South Fork of the American River as a special use area and by requiring
registration of all persons who, for noncommercial purposes, float or otherwise traverse
all or any portion of that special use area.

B. The registration of noncommercial boaters is a mandatory implementation measure of
the River Management Plan. The River Management Plan also obliges the county to
implement boater education and carrying capacity programs. The registration
requirement is necessary to ensure that all noncommercial boaters are aware of the
following: boating safety rules and information; applicable carrying capacity mitigation
measures; locations of public access points and public lands; approved human
sanitation methods; and the defining characteristics of noncommercial river trips. The
registration requirement is also necessary to ensure that institutional groups, as defined
in this chapter, provide evidence of appropriate insurance coverage and safety training

C. This chapter is enacted under the authority of California Harbors and Navigation
Code section 660, which authorizes the county to designate special-use areas and
impose pollution and sanitation controls. This chapter regulates noncommercial
recreational travel within the defined special-use area in order to ensure pollution and
sanitation control; the safety of the travelers; the health, safety, and welfare of the
community; and the protection of the environment. (Ord. 4596, 3-19-2002)

5.50.020 Definitions. 
A. "Institutional group" means a group participating in a noncommercial river trip
operated as a program of a non-profit organization that meets IRS tax-exempt
requirements, or a noncommercial group participating in a river trip through an
accredited academic program as part of the educational curriculum of a school, college,
or university.

B. "Large group" means a non-institutional group of four or more boats having three or
more occupants, or a total of 18 or more people, participating in a noncommercial river
trip.

C. "Noncommercial river trip" means to float, traverse, or travel all or any part of the
special-use area defined by this chapter on a trip that meets all of the following criteria:

1. Fees or charges are collected only to recover the actual costs of the trip.
2. All expenses are shared equally by all group members.
3. No member of the group obtains financial gain, including salaries, or otherwise
benefits by increased assets.
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4. No paid employees such as guides, lead guides, or drivers are compensated by
salary, wages, or equipment, with the exception that educational leaders for accredited
educational programs may be paid or compensated by their educational employer.

5. Donations or fees that exceed the actual costs of the trip are not solicited as a
condition or participation, nor during or immediately after (on the day of) the trip. (Ord.
4596, 3-19-2002)

5.50.030 Special-Use Area. 
The portion of the South Fork of the American River between Chili Bar Dam and the 
confluence of the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area is hereby designated as a special-
use area pursuant to California Harbors and Navigation Code section 660. (Ord. 4596, 
3-19-2002)

5.50.040 Registration Required for Noncommercial River Trips. 
At least one person in or on each boat raft kayak, vessel, or any other type of craft who 
participates in a noncommercial river trip must register with the county each calendar 
year. Registration shall be accomplished by signing and dating a tag provided by the 
county. By signing the tag, the person certifies that he or she has read the information 
and rules on the tag and that failure to abide by those rules is a violation of this chapter. 
This tag must be displayed in a visible location throughout the noncommercial river trip, 
and must be surrendered to any peace officer upon demand. (Ord. 4596, 3-19-2002) 

5.50.050 Registration Required for Large Groups. 
In addition to the requirements of section 5.50.040 and prior to every noncommercial 
river trip, each large group must complete and return a pre-trip large group registration 
form provided by the county. (Ord. 4596, 3-19-2002) 

5.50.060 Registration Required for Institutional Groups. 
In addition to the requirements of section 5.50.040 and prior to its first noncommercial 
river trip in any season, each institutional group must: 

A. Complete and return a pre-season annual registration form provided by the county.
B. Provide proof of liability insurance meeting current county standards.
C. Provide proof of guide certification on guiding, safety, and rescue training, first aid,
and knowledge of County regulations.
D. Have previously provided post-season annual reporting of the prior year's river use,
by date. (Ord. 4596, 3-19-2002)

5.50.070 Litter and Human Waste. 

A. Each boat, vessel, raft, kayak or other craft must carry a container of durable
construction that can be used for trash and litter disposal while engaged in a
noncommercial river trip. All litter and waste must be removed by the user in accordance
with sections 5.48.130, Littering and Trespass, 9.46.280, Littering, and 9.46.290,
Waste Disposal, of the El Dorado County Ordinance Code.
B. Each person or group of persons who uses any public or private lands adjacent to the
South Fork of the American River within the special-use area must have access to or
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provide an approved privy, toilet, porta-potty or other approved human waste disposal 
method. The approving agency for any human waste disposal method shall be the 
Environmental Health Division of the El Dorado County Environmental Management 
Department (Ord. 4596, 319-2002) 

5.50.080 Quiet Zone. 
The provisions of Chapter 9.16 of this Code, entitled "Noise," shall be applicable to all 
persons engaged in noncommercial river trips within that portion of the designated 
special-use area that is also designated as a "Quiet Zone" pursuant to the River 
Management Plan, as it may be amended from time to time. (Ord. 4596, 3-19-2002) 

5.50.090 Penalty for Violation. 
In addition to any other penalties provided by law, violation of any provision of this 
chapter shall be an infraction punishable as specified in section 1.24.030 of this Code. 
(Ord. 4596, 3-19-2002) 

5.50.100 Glass Ban. 
Due to the serious hazard created by discarded and/or broken glass, possession of any 
glass bottle, jar, tumbler or vessel of any kind is prohibited:  
A. Within 100’ of the waterline of the South Fork of the American River on County 
property including but not limited to Henningsen Lotus Park and Chili Bar Park. This 
prohibition does not apply to Permitted Special Events or private property. 
B. On the South Fork of the American River. 
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