Parks and Recreation Commissioner Bio/Disclosure Form
The purpose of this form is to collect background and affiliation information for each Parks and Recreation
Commissioner. This information will be utilized to create a bio on each Commissioner that will be available on
the County website. This information will provide the public with background information for you and
information regarding any affiliations that you might have with outside organizations. This information is to
promote transparency. Please disclose any and all relationships you may have with outside organizations. If
you have multiple affiliations, please attach a separate piece of paper or an additional form.
Commissioner Name:

Jeanne Harper

Term:

20-21

District: Five

Affiliations with Professional or Community Groups
Please disclose any and all relationships you currently have with outside organizations. If you have multiple
affiliations, please attach a separate piece of paper or an additional form.
Organization:

Community Economic Development Assn. of Pollock Pines (CEDAPP)

Role in Organization:

Director

If Other, please explain:
Organization:

Friends of the Library

Role in Organization:

Member

If Other, please explain:
Organization:

Dogwood Garden Club

Role in Organization:

Member

If Other, please explain:
Background/Additional Information
Please provide some background or additional information about yourself: Give any information explaining
your qualifications, experience, training, education, volunteer activities, or personal interests that support
your participation in the Parks and Recreation Commission. Attach additional sheets as necessary.
Born in Providence, RI to a US Naval Officer and Registered Nurse, I spent most of my early life traveling from one location to another. My parents loved the outdoors and all
forms of recreation; thus we were able to visit many of the national and state parks in the USA, including Hawaii and Midway Island.
I have several teaching credentials, two master's degrees (special education and administration) and have spent my entire adult like in education. I’m currently a professor and
supervisor at Brandman University teaching student teachers and interns, with a specialty in special education.
I was the principal at Sierra Ridge Middle School after moving to Northern California with my brand new husband, Ken Harper in late 2002. While at Sierra Ridge, we created a
playground for our students. It was then that I learned of the laws and expense of providing youthful recreation in public locations.
I also provide educational services to Native American youth through the Foothill Indian Education Alliance. Through this experience, I have an opportunity to become
connected to my own Native American Choctaw ancestry. Working with our local Native American tribes has permitted me to work up close and personal with many of the
tribes’ reservation lands, but more importantly their forms of cultural recreation.
Pollock Pines has been an incredible final home for my husband and I. We pledged to become helpful volunteers in this Nature’s
Wonderland. The recreational areas that are so needed for all of our folks, young and old, are long overdue. Having said that, I also have a very special place in my heart for
South Lake Tahoe which I knew more about before I met and married my husband because of the frequent skiing trips and other recreational venues, such as concerts and
school staff development opportunities in the 80s and 90s.
My motto: Being able to enjoy the great outdoors is like being able to get a small sample of Heaven! My commitment: To work towards that end in bringing safe and healthy
recreation to ALL of the residents, businesses, and organizations of El Dorado County.
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