
 
 

CHP Placerville Area 
Regional Campaign 

Against Impaired Drivers 
 

A joint safety project from the  
California Highway Patrol and 

Office of Traffic Safety.  
 
What is a Regional Campaign Against 
Impaired Drivers? 
 
A regional impaired driving collision reduction 
effort covers roadways and state highways 
within the California Highway Patrol’s (CHP) 
Placerville Area jurisdiction identified as 
problematic with a higher than average history of 
alcohol and drug-involved fatal and injury traffic 
collisions.  The goal of the CHP, in collaboration 
with the Office of Traffic Safety, is to lower the 
mileage death rate and number of injuries 
through driving under the influence public 
awareness, education, and enforcement. 
 
What can you do to help prevent fatal 
and injury collisions? 
 
• Slow Down.  Did you know even if you 

are a very good driver, but are speeding, 
others may often misjudge your speed when 
they pull out from a stop sign or side road? 

 
 

• Use Caution during Lane Changes 
and Avoid Improper Turns.  Making 
unsafe lane changes and improper turns 
results in collisions.  Pay attention, drive at a 
speed safe to negotiate turns, look over your 
shoulder, and check your mirrors before 
changing lanes. 

 
• Use Caution at Intersections, 

Traffic Signs, and Signals.  Right-of-
way collisions occur when drivers don’t see 
each other’s vehicles or when one driver is 
too impatient to wait and “thinks” they can 
“make it.”  Be attentive and obey traffic signs 
and signals. Look twice for motorcyclists, 
pedestrians, and bicyclists.  

 
• Hang up the Phone.  Studies have 

shown you are four times more likely to be 
involved in a collision when you use a cell 
phone.  Current California law requires you 
to use a hands-free device if you use your 
cell phone in your vehicle.  Keep this fact in 
mind:  people are still distracted and more 
likely to be involved in a collision even using 
a hands-free device!  Persons under the age 
of 18 shall not drive a motor vehicle while 
using a wireless telephone, even if equipped 
with a hands-free device, or while using a 
mobile service device. 
 

• Don’t Drive “Buzzed” or Impaired.  
Driving under the influence of alcohol 
continues to be a leading cause in fatal and 
injury traffic collisions.  Impaired or “buzzed” 
driving is serious enough, but even more 
alarming is the increasing use of over-the-
counter and prescription medications which 
can cause impairment in drivers taking 
them. Don’t drive after taking these 
medications.  And most certainly, don’t drink 
and drive! 

 

• Follow Other Vehicles at a Safe 
Distance.   The   number   one   cause  of 
rear-end collisions is motorists not allowing 
enough distance between their car and the 
car ahead.  Allow a minimum of one car 
length for every ten miles per hour between 
you and the vehicle ahead. 
 

• Buckle Up!  You stand a much greater 
chance of surviving a collision or lessening 
your severity of injury when you use your 
seat belt.  Current California law requires 
newborns to age two be secured in a rear-
facing car seat; children ages 2-5 years shall 
ride in  forward facing car seats; children 
under 8 years of age or 4 feet 9 inches shall 
ride in booster seats; and children 8 years 
and older shall be secured in seat belts.  
So…buckle up and ensure children are 
properly restrained. 

 
• Drive as Though Your Life 

Depends on it.  IT DOES!  Driving is 
the most dangerous elective activity you will 
ever choose to do.  Watch for pedestrians 
and ensure you are well-rested before 
driving even short distances.  Allow plenty of 
time to reach your destination when taking 
longer trips.  Don’t become a victim or cause 
highway violence, or “Road Rage.” Be 
prepared, alert, and SLOW DOWN! 

 
Funding for this program was provided by a 
grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety, 
through the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. 
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