
 

 
 
 

LAKE TAHOE AGENCIES, COUNTY BAND TOGETHER TO 
ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO WEAR A MASK 

 
Video series aims to increase mask compliance among residents and visitors 

 
Aug. 13, 2020 (SOUTH LAKE TAHOE/PLACERVILLE, Calif.) – A coalition of Lake Tahoe 
agencies and local government are launching a new PSA series today to drive home the public 
health directive of wearing a mask to decrease the spread of COVID-19. 
(https://youtu.be/2thqMplYIfU) 
 
Highlighting the message “The Virus Doesn’t Take a Vacation,” the videos are set in various 
locations around El Dorado County including a beach, a grocery store, a hiking trail and a 
winery. Partners for the public service announcements include the City of South Lake Tahoe, El 
Dorado County, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, Barton Health, and the Lake Tahoe Visitors 
Authority. 
 
“We all have a role to play in staying safe to help keep Tahoe open,” said City Manager Joe 
Irvin. “We have advocated education about preventing the spread of COVID-19 since the 
beginning. This campaign will ensure the message is heard far and wide.” 
 
The video series builds on other measures the area has been working on to increase compliance. 
Last month, the City of South Lake Tahoe launched a volunteer ambassador program. Volunteers 
go to high traffic places in our area and hand out PPE and educational information to folks who 
need them. The City is still recruiting volunteers for the Ambassador Program too. Interested 
parties can fill out the form online here.  
 
“This series shows people doing the things we love to do in Tahoe while wearing masks.  Mask-
wearing should be viewed as the norm for both locals and visitors,” said El Dorado County 
Public Health Officer, Dr. Nancy Williams. “We hope this new effort will make residents and 
visitors want to wear masks in public. While people not might realize it, taking precautions 
against COVID helps keep the businesses they patronize open. Tahoe kids also need this to 
happen so they can get back into their classrooms sooner.”   
 
“Studies have shown that wearing a mask and maintaining physical distance of six feet are 
effective in reducing the transmission of COVID-19,” states Dr. Clint Purvance, President + 

https://youtu.be/2thqMplYIfU
https://www.cityofslt.us/forms.aspx?FID=87


CEO of Barton Health, “Any awareness or education resulting in compliance supports the overall 
health and well-being of our community and allows businesses to remain open.” 
 
“The virus does not take a vacation and pays no heed to boundary lines,” TRPA Executive 
Director Joanne S. Marchetta said. “We must collaborate regionally to protect our lake, residents, 
and visitors. We applaud the work of this campaign.” 
 
The Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority will amplify the message through its Tahoe South social 
media channels and website. 
 
“During this time, our destination and its myriad of outdoor attractions have been experiencing 
unprecedented demand,” said Carol Chaplin, CEO and president of the Lake Tahoe Visitors 
Authority. “For Tahoe to stay safe and open for residents and visitors we need everyone’s help.”  
 
For current information, preventative recommendations, and updates visit: 
https://tahoesouth.com/how-to-safely-enjoy-tahoe-south/.  
 
Video: https://vimeo.com/446994472 
Photos: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/nkzkr1yqmnr37pz/AABjPLTljm2k9j9vYH9ubCJVa?dl=0 
 
Media Contacts: 
City of South Lake Tahoe: Chris Fiore, cfiore@cityofslt.us  
 
El Dorado County: Carla B. Hass, Director of Communications & Outreach, 
carla.hass@edcgov.us ,916-293-2046. 
 

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency: Jeff Cowen, Public Information Officer, 
jcowen@trpa.org 775-589-5278 
 
 
Barton Health: Mindi Befu, Director of Public Relations, Barton Health, 530-
543-5601 or mbefu@bartonhealth.org. 
 
 

Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority: Christina Proctor or Phil Weidinger, Weidinger Public Relations, 
775-588-2412 or christina@weidingerpr.com. 
 

### 
 
About the Lake Tahoe Visitors Authority  
Designated by USA TODAY among “15 ultimate summer road trips,” (July 2019) Tahoe South combines the 
distinctive appeal of two worlds: spectacular natural beauty and a modern tourism destination with an array of 
outdoor recreation, entertainment, nightlife and gaming. Tahoe’s timeless splendor and diversity toward health and 
wellness, green business practices and sustainability continue to define its inimitable personality. For information 
about lodging, recreation, packages, and healthy travel at Tahoe South, call 1-800-288-2463 or log onto 
www.TahoeSouth.com. 
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