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NOTICE OF PREPARATION oF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FOR THE

MOSQUITO ROAD BRIDGE PROJECT

DATE: June 24, 2015
TO: Interested Agencies and Individuals
FROM: El Dorado County Community Development Agency, Transportation Division

The El Dorado County Community Development Agency, Transportation Division (Transportation) is preparing
an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Mosquito Road Bridge Project. Transportation is soliciting the
view of interested persons and agencies on the scope and content of the information to be included in the EIR.
Agencies should comment with regard to information relevant to the agencies’ statutory responsibilities, as
required by Section 15082 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. Transportation will
also accept written comments regarding the scope and content from interested persons and organizations
concerned with the project, in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines Section 15083.

The scoping comment period begins June 26, 2015 and ends July 26, 2015. Please direct all written comments
to: El Dorado County Community Development Agency, Transportation Division, Attention: Ms. Janet
Postlewait, 2850 Fairlane Court, Placerville, CA 95667. Individuals and organization/agency representatives
are invited to provide written and oral comments at a scoping meeting that will be held on Wednesday
evening, July 15, 2015 beginning at 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Mosquito Fire Protection District Station 75, 8801
Rock Creek Road, Placerville. Persons with disabilities that may require special accommodations at the scoping
meeting should contact Janet Postlewait at the above address, or by phone at 530 621-5900. This notice can
also be found on the El Dorado County Transportation website at http://www.edcgov.us/MosquitoBridge/.

PROJECT LOCATION: The Mosquito Road Bridge is located on Mosquito Road at the South Fork of the
American River, 6.0 miles north of the U.S. 50/Mosquito Road intersection in Placerville, CA, and 2.3 miles
south of the communities of Mosquito and Swansboro, in El Dorado County.

BACKGROUND: In 1939, the Mosquito Bridge was largely reconstructed using the 1867 foundations from the
original structure. The bridge does not meet current standards such as load requirements and bridge width,
and in current times, has required extensive maintenance resulting in long term road closures. Structurally, the
bridge is rated near the bottom of the list of all state bridges with a sufficiency rating (SR) of 12.5 out of 100.
Bridges with a SR of < 50 are eligible for replacement under the FHWA Highway Bridge Program.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project includes replacement of the existing bridge and approach structures
and must meet the Federal, State, and County safety and design standards in a manner consistent with the
transportation needs of the corridor.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESS AND PUBLIC INPUT: Following receipt of input during the comment period, the
County will prepare a Draft EIR that will describe the Project and alternatives (including a no project alternative
as required by CEQA) and will identify the potential environmental effects and mitigation measures that may be
necessary to minimize or avoid such effects. The Draft EIR will be made available for public review and input for
a 45-day review period. The County will consider all comments received and will prepare a Final EIR which
identifies any necessary changes to the Draft and provides responses to all comments on the Draft. The County
Board of Supervisors will consider certification of the Final EIR prior to approval of actions required for
undertaking the Project.


http://www.edcgov.us/MosquitoBridge/
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Mosquito Bridge Options Comments

1. Thanks for a very informative presentation.

2. The low bridge option provides NO benefits to the residents nor to the county.

a.

b.

Still have to maintain the roadway along the unstable mountain that the road is built
in to all along the switchbacks.

Switchbacks and narrow roadway would still preclude its use by emergency
vehicles (ambulance and fire) attempting to access the Mosquito/Swansboro area.
The environmental footprint would be unnecessarily large when you consider that
there are options that are much less intrusive.

I question the ability to effectively stabilize the terrain on the approach to and
around where the temporary bridge will be constructed. Once that area so near the
river is disturbed, natural drainage is probably going to present a formidable and
costly challenge.

3. The middle bridge option would address a couple concerns but the cost and logistics are not
acceptable when you consider that there are better alternatives.

a.

Portions of roadway along the unstable mountain would still be a significant
concern. A relatively small mud slide as we experienced in the late 90's rendered
Mosquito Road unusable for nearly 3/4 of a year. Constructing any bridge that
retains all or some of the switchbacks would most likely expose the County to
never ending maintenance costs.

As with the low bridge, the environmental footprint associated with this option
would be large in comparison to other options.

As with the low bridge option there would be significant amounts of time that
Mosquito Road would not be accessible.

4. The high bridge option is by far the best long term solution.

oo

Least impact on access to and from Mosquito/Swansboro.

Smallest environmental footprint.

Provides an access route for ambulances and large emergency vehicles.

Hill stabilization (mudslide) along the steep portions of the roadway leading to the
river would no long be a concern.

Should something catastrophic occur to the Slab Creek Dam, this bridge option
would suffer the least amount of impact.

Ralph & Sharon Hern
7062 Maidu Drive, Placerville
rehern42@gmail.com

530-626-5268
























driver, and other traffic on the road. These over weighted and wide trucks will impact the
safe driving of driver's to and front the new lower bridge, especially on these switchbacks.
Fourthly, There would be a high impact on the surrounding wildlife, forestry, and American
River if construction of a lower bridge would take place. The time to construct two lower
bridges would be considerably longer. This in turn would cause more exhaust from vehicles
getting materials in and out of the area. Construction would be taking place directly adjacent
to the river causing more debris to be dropped into the river and surrounding environment.

High Level Bridge

The impact of a high bridge would be minimal and more practical.

First, The current Mosquito Road Bridge would be able to stay open during construction.
Secondly, This would continue to allow two access roads into Swansboro for emergency
responses and for evacuations.

Thirdly, The impact to the environment would be minimal. The pollution of incoming and
outgoing vehicles would be less than a lower bridge due to the vehicles not needing to use
the much lower gears, torque, or pull on their engines as it would be to get down to and
back out of a lower level bridge.

Fourthly, Once completed, the upper level bridge would bypass the current switchbacks
across the current bridge. This would allow access and a quicker response for emergency
personnel such as Fire Department engines and Police response to the community. Being a
Law Enforcement Officer | can tell you response time is vital and can be the difference
between life and death.

Middle Level Bridge

The impact of a middle bridge would be more beneficial then the lower bridge but still have
more concerns then a higher bridge.

First the middle bridge would also cause a closure of the current bridge as the lower bridge
will do, just not for the same amount of time frame of 8 months. This would be do to both the
lower bridge and middle bridge using the same stretch of road where there is no turn offs.
The construction trucks going in and out of the area will be an issue at this location as well
as they would be at lower bridge.

Secondly, on a positive note the middle bridge like the higher level bridge will bypass the
switchbacks which will allow emergency personnel access across the American River.
Thank you for viewing my contacts.

MARK HERMANN

6581 Log Cabin Lane

Placerville Ca. 95667

(Swansboro)

(916) 873-4522















Mosquito Road Bridge CEQA Notice of Preparation of an EIR Public
Comments for Scoping Meeting Wednesday July 15, 2015

Comments of Wayne and Barbara Mikel, 9070 Orval Beckett Ct, Placerville
CA 95667 5306421970

Resident for 22 years.

1993-bridge replacement study not implemented even though new
building allowed increased traffic and abusive travel on the bridge never
designed to accommodate, represents a physical and environmental
hazard. Let’'s hope that doesn’t happen again.

Environmental and other hazards, avoided with building the upper level,
bridge replacement.

1.

2.

Minimum environmental construction impact

Smaller long-term profile human presence in the American River
Canyon area of Mosquito Road. Less potential for fire in the canyon,
which cannot be fought by air or ground equipment and can burn east
and west as well as north and south?

Faster access for all emergency response teams: The two alternate
locations for a new bridge do not address the north side switchbacks.
Therefore would not allow for fire and emergency response. Given the
population increases and therefore traffic in Swansboro
Country/Mosquito District (subdivision is only 50 % built out lot vs
house per association records and fire department listing of houses vs
lots) and the desire by the El Dorado County to consolidate Fire
Protection Districts having a faster access to our community makes
economic and environmental sense.

Gasoline and oil contaminates washing off current road into the
American River from parked vehicles.

. Greater flood protection with for the bridge and possible debris flows. I

personally witnessed the water level at the Mosquito Bridge during
the1997 flood. It bridge was almost swept away. At Chile Bar, the impact
of the 1997 flood resulted in the subsequent bridge replacement.


















Sincerely,

Steve Tadevich
3363 Stope Dr.
Placerville, CA












DATE: July 24, 2015

TO: El Dorado County Community Development Agency, Transportation Division
ATTN: Janet Postlewait, 2850 Fairlane Court, Placerville, CA 95667

FROM: Violet Jakab PE 26879; 6556 Yankee John Ct, Placerville CA 95667

viakab79@gmail.com; 530-622-6048

RE: Mosquito Road Bridge CEQA Notice of Preparation of EIR-Comments
Dear Ms. Postlewait,

My name is Violet Jakab and | reside in Swansboro. | am also member of American Whitewater and have been and
am a whitewater boater since 1994. | actually became aware of the existence of the Mosquito Road Bridge and the
picturesque Swansboro/ Mosquito community, while rafting the Slab Creek Run of the South Fork of the American
River. This whitewater run is extensively used every time there is adequate release from Slab Creek Dam.

Being a Civil Engineer, and resident of Swansboro, | am very aware that the existing bridge is structurally deficient
and functionally obsolete access to the Mosquito/Swansboro communities. As a whitewater boater and avid hiker |
know that the bridge at Mosquito Road is a a vital and very rare PUBLIC access point to the South Fork of the
American River between Slab Creek Dam and Chili Bar Reservoir.

Comments on the NOP Scoping & Alternatives for Final Study are as follows:

1. Since the evaluation criteria under Safety and Operations included Recreation and River Access, each of the
alternatives (low level, mid level and high level) for the Final Study and Draft EIR must include a detailed
description and analysis of the river access including improvements, environmental impacts and right of way needs
if applicable.

2. Under criteria for Safety and Operations Bridge Washout from dam-break was a screening criterion. The
potential effect of dam break and subsequent flooding on the access improvements must also be addressed.

3. Construction traffic handling was one of the screening criteria. Off-site detour. Onsite detour and Traffic
Maintenance during construction must be addressed. We live up here, have emergency needs and want and need
to access the river during construction.

4. Community character was another screening criteria for the three alternatives selected. All three drawings DA-1
Impact Areas Alt 1 (High Level), DA-2 Impact Areas Alt 6 (Mid-level) and DA-3 Impact Areas Alt 8 (Low Level) clearly
indicate “REMOVE BRIDGE”, pointing to the existing facility. At the Public Workshops the fate of the existing bridge
was questioned by the public and the removal of the existing bridge was never disclosed. The rural character and
history of the community includes the preservation of the existing bridge.

| appreciate this opportunity to comment on the project and look forward to the review of the Final Study and
Draft EIR.


mailto:vjakab79@gmail.com

Comment Cards From 7/15/2015 Public Meeting













































Regional Water Quality Control Board















State Clearinghouse
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