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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

DATE: November 14, 2006    Agenda of: November 16, 2006 
 
TO: Planning Commission    Item #:  4. 

Agricultural Commission 
 
FROM: Steven Hust, Principal Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Oak Woodland Management Plan (OWMP) 
 
 
On October 26, 2006, EN2 Resources and Development Services staff provided the Planning 
Commission with an overview of the OWMP Work Plan and Schedule. Information included: 
OWMP content requirements, Timeline of tasks required for preparing the OWMP, approach for 
County input to OWMP preparation, County staff Technical Advisory Committee participation, 
County TAC/Commissions and public review of OWMP draft components, workshop dates, and 
summary of end products. Staff placed emphasis on the importance of overall schedule and 
timing of the work plan in order to achieve the goal of completing the OWMP by spring 2007 
and noted that the Planning Commission and Agricultural Commission will be brought into the 
process at key milestones. 
 
The workshop presentation purpose and outline is intended to obtain direction from the Planning 
Commission and Agricultural Commission concerning the draft Technical Report on Evaluation 
Criteria and Oak Woodland Categories. The evaluation criteria contribute to identifying 
important oak woodland habitats in the County and formulating of alternative mitigation and fee 
assessments strategies. The oak woodland habitat importance designation is applied to Mitigation 
Option B under General Plan Policy 7.4.4.4.  
 
Identifying and mapping oak woodland habitat categories is an essential first step in 
understanding the distribution and acreage of oak woodland habitats located in the County. 
Evaluation criteria need to be selected to serve the purpose of determining which oak woodland 
habitats, regardless of oak woodland category, are more valuable than other habitats which in 
turn will support the process of selecting oak woodland habitat to be recommended for 
conservation or preservation in the OWMP. 
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Oak Woodland Management Plan 
 
Possible topics of discussion include: 
 

• What opportunities may exist to jointly accomplish oak woodland conservation and 
preservation policies with other compatible General Plan policies? For example, are there 
Williamson Act type mechanisms that can reinforce the County’s agricultural policies 
while simultaneously conserving oak woodland habitat connectivity? What regions of the 
County are, or should be, identified for visual retention, parklands, or other open space 
that coincide with designated oak woodland habitat? 

 
• How can important oak woodland habitat areas identified for retention or restoration, 

which will be based on vegetative, soil, and other natural resource characteristics (and not 
on land values), be acquired and managed to withstand long-term economic development 
pressures while maintaining land owner “reasonable use” objectives? Should the County 
establish an incentive or other program that makes it economically attractive for land 
owners to participate in a County-based oak woodland habitat banking program? 

 
Next steps and near term actions include:  
 

• Staff preparation for the December 14, 2006, Planning Commission Workshop on Oak 
Woodland Mitigation and Policy 7.4.4.4 Option B Fee Method Considerations.  

 
• December 7 and 21, 2006 - The staff Technical Advisory Committee will meet to review 

the Administrative Draft OWMP. 
 

• January 2007 – Public Review Draft of the OWMP, Option B Fee Studies, Implementing 
Ordinances, and CEQA documentation. 

 
 
Attachments: 
 
Power Point Presentation 
Draft Technical report on Evaluation Criteria and Oak Woodland Categories 
FRAP WHR Maps – Opportunities and Challenges for Identifying Important Oak Woodlands 
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