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General Plan Policy 7.4.2.9 – Important Biological Corridor 
 
 
Policy 7.4.2.9 The Important Biological Corridor (-IBC) overlay shall apply to lands 

identified as having high wildlife habitat values because of extent, 
habitat function, connectivity, and other factors.  Lands located within 
the overlay district shall be subject to the following provisions except 
that where the overlay is applied to lands that are also subject to the 
Agricultural District (-A) overlay or that are within the Agricultural 
Lands (AL) designation, the land use restrictions associated with the -
IBC policies will not apply to the extent that the agricultural practices 
do not interfere with the purposes of the -IBC overlay.   

 
• Increased minimum parcel size; 

• Higher canopy-retention standards and/or different mitigation 
standards/thresholds for oak woodlands; 

• Lower thresholds for grading permits; 

• Higher wetlands/riparian retention standards and/or more stringent 
mitigation requirements for wetland/riparian habitat loss; 

• Increased riparian corridor and wetland setbacks; 

• Greater protection for rare plants (e.g., no disturbance at all or 
disturbance only as recommended by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service/California Department of Fish and Game); 

• Standards for retention of contiguous areas/large expanses of other 
(non-oak or non-sensitive) plant communities; 

• Building permits discretionary or some other type of “site review” 
to ensure that canopy is retained; 

• More stringent standards for lot coverage, floor area ratio (FAR), 
and building height; and 

• No hindrances to wildlife movement (e.g., no fences that would 
restrict wildlife movement). 

 
The standards listed above shall be included in the Zoning Ordinance.   
 

 Wildland Fire Safe measures are exempt from this policy, except that 
Fire Safe measures will be designed insofar as possible to be 
consistent with the objectives of the Important Biological Corridor 
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