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Policy 7.4.4.4 For all new development projects (not including agricultural cultivation 
and actions pursuant to an approved Fire Safe Plan necessary to 
protect existing structures, both of which are exempt from this policy) 
that would result in soil disturbance on parcels that (1) are over an acre 
and have at least 1 percent total canopy cover or (2) are less than an 
acre and have at least 10 percent total canopy cover by woodlands 
habitats as defined in this General Plan and determined from base line 
aerial photography or by site survey performed by a qualified biologist 
or licensed arborist, the County shall require one of two mitigation 
options: (1) the project applicant shall adhere to the tree canopy 
retention and replacement standards described below; or (2) the project 
applicant shall contribute to the County’s Integrated Natural Resources 
Management Plan (INRMP) conservation fund described in Policy 
7.4.2.8.  
Option A  
The County shall apply the following tree canopy retention standards:  

Percent Existing Canopy Cover Canopy Cover to be Retained  

80–100  60% of existing canopy  

60–79  70% of existing canopy  

40–59  80% of existing canopy  

20–39  85% of existing canopy  

10-19  90% of existing canopy  

1-9 for parcels > 1 acre  90% of existing canopy  

 
Under Option A, the project applicant shall also replace woodland 
habitat removed at 1:1 ratio. Impacts on woodland habitat and 
mitigation requirements shall be addressed in a Biological Resources 
Study and Important Habitat Mitigation Plan as described in Policy 
7.4.2.8. Woodland replacement shall be based on a formula, developed 
by the County, that accounts for the number of trees and acreage 
affected.  
Option B  
The project applicant shall provide sufficient funding to the County's 
INRMP conservation fund, described in Policy 7.4.2.8, to fully 
compensate for the impact to oak woodland habitat. To compensate for 
fragmentation as well as habitat loss, the preservation mitigation ratio 
shall be 2:1 and based on the total woodland acreage onsite directly 
impacted by habitat loss and indirectly impacted by habitat 
fragmentation. The costs associated with acquisition, restoration, and 
management of the habitat protected shall be included in the mitigation 
fee. Impacts on woodland habitat and mitigation requirements shall be 
addressed in a Biological Resources Study and Important Habitat 
Mitigation Plan as described in Policy 7.4.2.8.  

 


