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MEMORANDUM
DATE: March 20, 2008 Agenda of:  March 27, 2008
TO: Planning Commission Item #: 10.b
FROM: Monique Wilber, Senior Planner

SUBJECT: Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP) Draft Mapping Status
Update

Background

On February 28, 2008, an update was provided to the Planning Commission regarding the status
of the INRMP. The Commission requested that staff bring the draft INRMP inventory map to
the March 27, 2008 Planning Commission meeting.

Mapping Resources

General Plan Policy 7.4.2.8 states that the habitat inventory will map the following important
habitats in EI Dorado County: 1) Habitats that support special status species; 2) Aquatic
environments including streams, rivers, and lakes; 3) Wetland and riparian habitat; 4) Important
habitat for migratory deer herds; and 5) Large expanses of native vegetation.

Staff has been working with the department’s GIS specialist to determine the data necessary for
the draft map, and to ascertain that metadata will be available for transparency in planning. In
some instances, it has been difficult to know with certainty the origins with the metadata;
therefore, the mapping process is continuing, while we verify and obtain original, updated spatial
data, and analyze it for errors.

Staff has identified ambiguities in the habitat inventory policy language; in particular, “Large
expanses of native vegetation.” Staff has not been able to identify a definition for “large expanse
of native vegetation” in the General Plan, the General Plan EIR, or in any supporting documents.
Staff will need direction from the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors in defining
this phrase as we develop the mapping criteria.

Technical Assistance

Policy 7.4.2.8 states, “The inventory and mapping effort shall be developed with the assistance
of the Plant and Wildlife Technical Advisory Committee (PAWTAC), CDFG, and USFWS.” In
order to go forward with mapping as directed by the Planning Commission, as the data is
gathered, staff will make initial assumptions with the following caveat: the initial draft mapping
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is subject to change with PAWTAC, CDFG, USFWS, and public input; this mapping is merely a
talking/starting point; it does not indicate any conclusions by planning staff, as the noted groups
need to be convened for their input on mapping and inventory per GP Policy 7.4.2.8. The initial
assumptions (and items for discussion) will be released with the release of the maps.

PAWTAC was established with the adoption of the 1996 General Plan. Policy 7.4.2.7 states:

The County shall form a Plant and Wildlife Technical Advisory Committee to advise the
Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors on plant and wildlife issues, and the
committee should be formed of local experts who will consult with other experts with
special expertise on various plant and wildlife issues, including representatives of
regulatory agencies. The Committee shall formulate objectives which will be reviewed
by the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors.

The Board, at their June 8, 1999 meeting, approved a membership consisting of 20 local resident
and agency volunteers. PAWTAC has not had meetings for several years.

Next Steps

Next steps include completing the draft initial maps; documenting the metadata and assumptions;
defining “large expanses”; verifying the status and interest of PAWTAC members; and bringing
the results back to the Planning Commission on April 24, 2008 as requested for review,
recommendations, and direction to staff.
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