
 
 

DIAMOND SPRINGS AND EL DORADO 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
MINUTES 

JUNE 17, 2010 
6:00 P.M. 

 
 

DIAMOND SPRINGS FIRE STATION 49 
501 MAIN STREET 

DIAMOND SPRINGS, CA 95619 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 Meeting called to order at 6 P.M. by Todd Cunningham 
 
ROLL CALL 
 Members Present:  Todd Cunningham, Kathy McCoy, Bob Smart, Larry Patterson 
 Members Absent:  Laurel Stroud, Mike Speegle 
 *Note – one vacant position 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Richard Boylan. 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Kathy McCoy requested a change of tense in the second sentence of the Tower 
Mart project discussion from the canopy was taken down to will be taken down.  
A motion to approve the May Diamond Springs - El Dorado Community 
Advisory Committee minutes with the noted change was made by Bob Smart, 
seconded by Todd Cunningham, all in favor, motion carried.   

 
OPEN FORUM  
 Meeting opened to public for comment by Todd Cunningham. 

 
• Chris Payne – There will be a business walk tomorrow in community. 

Teams will start at Office of Education around 8 A.M. to call on 
businesses asking questions and getting information.    

  
 
TIME SENSITIVE MATTER(S) 1810 hours  
ITEM# 
 
1. Gene Altschuler – information presentation – Mr. Altschuler has been a 
 resident of the County for 10 years and has a background in strategic planning. He 
 believes that without a strategic plan for the Diamond Springs - El Dorado 
 community there should be no review or approvals of any development projects.  



 All development proposals should be  deferred until a clear and approved plan is 
 in place against which to judge them.   
 
 Public and Committee comments as follows: 
 

• Todd Cunningham asks if he has any opposition to the charette process itself.  
Mr., Altschuler answered no, but it can take a long time and is costly, believes 
this community needs a strategic plan.  Mr. Altschuler has tried to get on the 
committee was has been denied due to not living within the Diamond Springs – El 
Dorado region.  His basic argument is that if you do not define it you have no way 
to judge it.   

 
• Larry Patterson commented that he is concerned with the notion of a strategic 

plan.  He feels his charge is to determine if projects are in line with the general 
plan for land use and zoning.  He asks Mr. Altschuler if he feels the general plan 
is not enough.  Mr. Altschuler answered that the general plan is general, it cannot 
cover specific parcels and the County Supervisors change the land use 
designations.   

 
• Steve Ross - From your reading of the general plan is there anything that restricts 

this community from having all plans be high density as appose to mixed density?  
Mr. Altschuler answered that as the general plan stands now there is a mix but it 
can be changed by the Board of Supervisors. 

 
• Chris Payne – Discussed the general plan and asked how to implement what Mr. 

Altschuler is saying.  Mr. Altschuler answered that there needs to be a mechanism 
in place to judge the projects against. 

  
• Frank Bowman – Spoke about the studies that have already been done on his Oak 

Highlands project. 
  

• Bob Smart – Asks Mr. Altschuler if he is willing to work with others on the 
process of developing this community? Mr. Altschuler answered yes. 

 
2. Richard Boylan – informational presentation – Presented on what needs to be 
 done to put together a community plan.  The task is to decide what goes into a 
 community design - historical, open space, tourist destination/ recreation, 
 agricultural, biological corridor designation/wildlife, parks and recreational 
 facilities, archeological sites, greenbelt designation, plant preserves, water 
 corridor designation, scenic corridor.  Mr. Boylan believes a charette process 
 would  miss groups of people and that more of a “grass roots” type of evening 
 meetings would be better. 
 
 Public and committee comments as follows: 
 

• Bob Smart – Has an issue with people’s perception that the world stopped with 
formation of this committee.  Development has been happening, when it comes to 
the new stuff, like historic districts we have say. 

 



• Todd Cunningham – Questioned a statement in Mr. Boylan’s presentation of how 
development affects farmers staying on their land. Mr. Boylan believes that if you 
encroach on agricultural land they can’t stay in business, people will complain. 

  
• Gene Altchuler – Asks if what Bob Smart is saying is that it is too late to change.  

Todd Cunningham answered that he does not believe it is.  He thinks this 
community and committee has say on some new things however you can’t tell 
someone who has started a project previously and complied with all the 
requirements at that time that now requirements have changed and you have to 
change to comply with all these new requirements.   

 
OLD BUSINESS 
ITEM # 
 
1. Historical Overlay – Action Item (Patterson) – Mr. Patterson believes we are at 
 a juncture where we can go to the Board of Supervisors.  A historic design guide 
 has already been established for El Dorado County and this Committee is leaning 
 toward adopting that guide for this community.  A map of the historic overlay is 
 needed to know who to apply the historic guidelines to; it would let developers 
 know ahead of time if they are developing within the historic zone and that their 
 project must look a certain way.  Jose Crummit from the El Dorado County 
 Surveyors’ Office has established maps of historic overlays. 
 
 Public comment as follows:  
 

• Chris Payne -  Asks if essentially what Mr. Patterson is saying is that Until you 
get the historical district established you can’t move on to anything else.  Getting 
the maps is critically important, and then you can move on with the other things.   

 
 Todd Cunningham requests that this Committee request from the Board of 
 Supervisors that a preliminary historical design overlay boundary be determined 
 and that it be parcel specific.  And that the Board of Supervisors consider and 
 move forward on an interim historical design standard utilizing the Historical 
 Design Guide for El Dorado County.  Larry Patterson would like to make that a 
 motion, seconded by Bob Smart, all in favor, motion carried. 

  
NEW BUSINESS  
ITEM # 
 
1. Z 08-0008, PD 08-0008 & TM 08-1469 – OAK HIGHLANDS (William & 

Kathy A. Courtnage/James Troy & Shirley Robbins/Donald D. & Lorraine 
M. Morrison/B & B Equities, LLC/Gene E. Thorne & Associates, Inc.):  

 Frank Bauman, Developer, presented the Oak Highlands project is before this 
committee voluntarily.  This project has been on going for more then 6 years.  It is 
in compliance with the general plan.  It is 52 acres with 15 acres of open space 
which includes two park sites and connects to adjoining subdivision trail systems.   

  
 Public and Committee comments as follows:  
 

• Chris Payne – Asks how the lot sizes compare to the Deer Park subdivision lot 
sizes.  These lots are smaller, this project chose smaller lots with individual 



houses rather then apartments to meet density.  Mr. Payne asks when will 
construction begin?   Answer is unknown. 

 
• Richard Boyland – Asks if the trails and park will be open to the public?  Mr. 

Bauman answered yes, the homeowners will maintain them but they will be open 
to public.  Would like to object to the fact that this project is higher density then 
surrounding development, it is high density and multi family. 

   
• Rob Cary – Doesn’t see how this benefits this community. 

 
• Unkown Name - Feels this is a good location for this type of project.  Should keep 

density on corridor near other commercial development rather then out in forest 
land. 

 
• Sue Taylor – Feels there should be better clarification from the County instead of 

planners saying they have to build this density this way.  The general plan says 
lots of things. 

 
• Todd Cunningham – Stated that the general plan does set parameters.  Comments 

will be forwarded to the County.  Committee is going to want to see additional 
components to this project such as esthetics.   

 
• Bob Smart – Concerned with lack of recreation for kids, hopes developers will do 

something about that.   
 

• Larry Patterson – Glad they are protecting biological areas.  Planning is telling 
developers there is a density achievement they must meet.  Knows circulation 
pattern is good. 

 
• Kathy McCoy - Knows the community doesn’t like this density however it meets 

the needs of work force housing. 
 

• Todd Cunningham – This land is a big problem, it has fires, homeless, drugs, and 
is a dump site, this project will fix these problems. 

 
• Sue Taylor – What happens when there is a catastrophic fire with evacuations?  

Mr. Bauman answered that there are three routes out.   
 

• Chuck Wolf – Feels this project does not fit with the way people live up here.   
 
 Bob Smart made a motion to support the rezone and forward the comments to the 

Planning Department and to have design review and esthetics come back to the 
Committee.  Motion was seconded by Todd Cunningham.  All in favor, Todd 
Cunningham, Larry Patterson, Bob Smart.  Opposed, Kathy McCoy.  

 
DIRECTOR ITEM(S) 
ITEM # 
 
1. Larry Patterson clarified that Todd Cunningham will forward a request for an 
 agenda item at the Board of Supervisors meeting for historical overlay.   
 



2. Todd Cunningham would like to arrange a meeting with Supervisor Sweeny for 
 funding of a charette process.  He would like to have a few committee members 
 attend the meeting. 
 
3. Larry Patterson would like to add a discussion on potential park sites to the July 
 agenda.   
 
  
Todd Cunningham made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 P.M.  Motion seconded by Bob 
Smart, all in favor, motion carried. 
 
 


